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Z f of ‘the Royal Gauienion: 
es formation before me, I honestly think 
Pt - Bhat we could not do better for the next 
Be _ two years than to ratify the agreement. 
It is quite possible that in the third year 
iy we shall be required to pay a higher 
| price for our sugar but if we have to 
. EY pay increased prices for the first and 
eo second years, the people of Australia 
would not be any better off. According 
at the report the peovle, but for this 
ae would have to pay at. least 
8d. per Ib. for sugar at the present time. 
_i am aware that the Commission recom- 
- mends an increase only from £21 to £22 
_ per ton; but evidently they believe that 
pean. all ‘probability sugar will increase 
- in price in the near future. One of the 
reasons why I am supporting the agree- 
S | ment is that it will take certain powers 
out of the hands of the Colonial Sugar 
_ Refining Company. 


Mr. Hueses.—It has done so. 


_. Mr. TUDOR.—The 
has told us what the Colonial Sugar Re- 
_ fining Company are receiving at present, 
and what they will receive under this 
_ agreement. I make the additional 
amount, according to their own  state- 
ments, to be 18s. 6d. per ton, including 
- freight 8s., refining charges 2s. ld., bags 
_ 4s., coal Qs. 9d. I regard the Colonial 
_ Sugar Refining Company as one of the 
most unscrupulous concerns in Australia. 
Time after time they refused to give in- 
_ formation before the Royal Commission. 


Mr. Hueues.—What I said was that 
- they put the increased charges down at 
£1 3s. per ton as the actual added cost, 
Wi and the auditor ascertains that hey 
pay these increased rates. 
ae Mr. TUDOR. —QOn page 10 of the re- 
a i - port it is stated— 


. te _. Appreciable. delay in the presentation of the 
: ie ‘report has been caused by the refusal of the 
‘ Colonial Sugar Refining Company to furnish 
certain information called for by the Com- 
a mission. A special Act was passed by the 
- Commonwealth Parliament to remove any 
- doubt as to the power of the Commission to 
- demand information, but the company main- 
tains its attitude of refusal after the pass- 
ing of the Act. It is understood that the Go- 
'vernment is taking centain action in the 


viet gi 
















matter, and as.above indicated, a special re- 
ex ks post, relating to the Colonial Sugar Refining 
‘ _ Company’ s affairs will be furnished. 
ee The report also states that one of ‘he rea- 
sons for the increased price of sugar is 
. is svat appreciation in the -value of sugar 
lends. 


T have Serr said that the cost 
ae 
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of living is going up because the price 
of land is being increased. . On page 11 
of the report Mr. E. W. Knox, the 
general manager states that he esiimated 
in 1913 the average value of sugur lands 
was about £17 per acre, which he thought 
was a fair and reasonable value; but 


‘that in the Herbert district, the principal 


district in Queensland in whieh the com- 
pany is concerned, farmers were paying 
about £35 per acre for land which should 
ye sold at £17 ner acre. 
therefore, that if a farmer has to pay 
more for his land the price of his pro- 
duct must be increased. On page 35 of 
the report it is stated— 


As will be observed by a perusal of this 
report, it is practically impossible to arrive 
at any precise result in respect tu the average 
cost of production per ton of sugar cane, The 
great majority of farmers cultivate small 
holdings; the average area of land devoted 
to sugar cane is about 40 acres. Of this area 
less than two-thirds is harvested each year. 
As explained elsewhere, the majority of these 
farmers keep no accounts, and it is only by a 
careful study of the accounts which were sub- 
mitted and by viewing the general condition 
of the industry, that the Commission was able 
to form an opinion as to how the present rate 
of wages, prices for raw sugar, cost of living, 
&e., affect the welfare of the tarmer. There 
is no general evidence of prosperity, nor, with 
few exceptions, are there any signs of further 
Owing to the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company having refused to furnish, 
confidentially or otherwise, any information in 
respect to the financial results of the opera- 
tions of the raw sugar mills in Queensland and 
New South Wales, the Commission has been 
unable to obtain complete information in re- 
spect to the milling branch of the industry. 
On the information available, it is found that, 
with few exceptions, the raw sugar mills are 
deriving but small and frequently insufficient 
profits. 


In my opinion, it has not been the 
farmers or the raw mills, but the re- 
finers who have taken the largest share. 
We were told by the Minister for Trade 
and Customs (Mr. Greene) that the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company are 
benefactors, inasmuch as they pay more 
for the cane than do the co-operative 
mills. It was my privilege, when Misis- 
ter for Customs, to visit Queensland in 
1909, and in the company’s office at 
Herberton, Mr. Mann, the member for 
the district, and a sugar-grower, stated 
that when he sent his cane to. the ¢o- 
operative mills he was paid 16s. a ton, 
whereas the 
Company paid him only 93 

Mr. Corser.—T hat is a long time ago. ' 
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It follows, 


Colonial Sugar Refining 


ae 
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Sugar Wes 


Mae PUDOR Ts dar nae. asks the 


Colonial Sugar Refining Company to be 
represented as a purely philanthropic in- 
stitution. If the figures that’ have been 
quoted show that the company gives more 
for cane, we ought to be told the number 
of tons of cane to the tons of sugar ob- 
tained. The company may, for “all we 
know, have been purchasing cane which 
requires only 8 tons to produce a ton of 
sugar. 
obtain the best positions for their mills, 
with the farmers at hand, and. may well 
afford, perhaps, to give better prices. I 


_ (REPRESENTATIVES. 1 re 


e 


The company have taken ¢are to. 


realize, however, that the agreement is - 
the best that can be made, not only for . 


the workers, in the way of improved 
conditions, and the cane-farmers in the 
way of inereased price per ton, but also 
for the raw sugar-millers. Under the 
agreement the company will: not receive 
the proportionate advantage that they 
had in the past. In the report of the 
Royal Commission on the Sugar In- 
dustry, figures are given showing the re- 
tail prices in different places as at the 


31st December, 1919, as follows:—United 


States, od. per Tb., 
Canada, 644d.; 
Zealand, 4d.; 
i fas ke 


including duty; 
Australia, 33d.; New 
France, 7id.; Belgium, 
United Kingdom, 7d. and> 74d. 


for cubes; South Africa, 5d. for granu- 
lated; and Jamacia, 54d. for ‘‘ White: 


Albion.” 
the | 
prices which obtaim at the present time, 
and says— 

Before the war, Java raw sugar could be fiaidesl 
in Australia duty paid for £17 to £18 per ton. 
On the 4th February, 1920, sales of Java raw 
sugar were made at £57 per ton nominal. The 
exchange was at that date adverse to the Aus- 


In another part of the report 


tralian buyer to the extent of about 35 per 


eent., and this, of course, adds to the cost 
accordingly, 
the effect of the adverse exchange, and adding 
£6 12s. 9d. per ton, the present difference (after 


allowing the maximum discount) between raws. 


and refined, for refining and _ distributing 


_ wholesale, that would bring the price of refined 


sugar to £63 12s. 9d. per ton wholesale, which 


Would mean nearly £35> per ton above the 


present fixed price. At present grocers sell 
for 33d. a lb., or £32 13s. 4d. per ton, what 
they receive for £28 12s. 10d. (net after allow- 
ing discount) per ton, The selling price is, 


therefore, 14 per cent. added to the cost: price 


(£4 Os. 6d. on £28 12s. 10d.), and that  per- 


_ eentage involves the retailer in loss. 
I hope the Prime Minister will go: into 


_ this matter, because: he told us yesterday 
\ that he is anxious to 5 the: fair thing 


Commission shows the abnormal 


Leaving out-of account, however,, 


i cope into consideration, with the frei 


‘Queensland and New South Wales | 




























by all i pasridened. a am noe Pp 
a plea for the retailers, as has 
gested, on account of their votes, 
am: anxious that they, bee 3 with 


an P cadeonte 15s. éd.- ee 
Mr. Hueuus —They are s really 
only 2s. 6d. We 


Mr. TUDOR.Taking all the elven 





5d. per Ib. should be the maximum Pp 
to the consumer. ~I believe this ag 
ment: to be the best we can get in~ 
interests: of all parties and P shall 
port. it. x } 


Mr. FENTON (Mantiemnonell ‘Tas 
a.m.|—I am provoked to say a -: 
words by the statement of the Minis 
for Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) 
the effect that the Colonial Sugar Refin- 
ing Company is giving a higher - rice fo | 
cane than are the co-operative compan . a 
The honorable gentleman professes rs 
&@ co-operationist, and he knows, as well 
as I do—from about seven years’ experi- — 
ence in organizing co-operation among 
the dairyman—that as soon as men. t 
to dé something for themselves in 
direction, private enterprise does fis ioe 
to beat them, and private enterprise, 
ing capital behind it, gives higher pr 
with the object of making the prom 
disgusted with his own association, an 
leading him into the belief that “ Codli 
is his friend.’?’ I am surprised at su 
an attitude on the part of the Minist 


.It appears that we are to ota a 


have to ne about 100,000. tons. 

the 27th February a deputation, repres 
ing the sugar interests of Australia, 
companied by quite a number of mem 
re of Parliament and others, yom 


We shall have to buy 100, 000 te oH 
£45—according to present prices, that wou 
certainly not be excessive—and 202,000 
at £30 6s. 8d. What price are we going: 
fix for the consumer in Australia: during” 
next. twelve months? If we fixed a. pri 


es ee 
AG hee ; 
eo ed 
ea ig. 
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ef was more ‘than sufficient to. give you £30 6s. 8d., 

¢ I we decided that that was a fair price, then 
i _ the grower or the miller, or somebody else in 
_ the industry would say, “You are selling at 
‘ a ‘per Ib., and we are only acting 32d. per 





; Ss 2 a 


i The molt honorable eeaibiien then went 
on to outline the difficulties which would 


_ the House being informed of what the 
retail price of sugar is likely to be., I do 

not know whether the honorable member 

for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) can get 

_. that information. 

~ Mr. MoWirr1ams.—I cannot get it. 
Mr. FENTON.—The Minister for 


‘Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene), in re- 
- plying this evening, said that if the hon- 
erable member could tell him so- and-so 
and so and-so, he would tell him what the 
retail price of sugar would be. Refer- 
ence to the Australian Sugar Journal, 
which is one of the best authorities on 
-‘augar in the Commonwealth 
Mr. McWituiams.—It is from the 
a owners: point of view. : 
Mr. FENTON.—At any rate, it 
i Oe ld not be likely to fake the prices 
received from America. From that jour- 
nal I gather that for the month of De- 
ember the price was likely to be 12 
cents, which is equivalent to about 6d., 
per lb., that in January it would pro- 
bably be 11d. per lb., that in February it 
would possibly be 10d. per lb., and that 
the f.o.b.,price for March, April, and 
May was likely to be 7d. per lb. I be- 


ae" 








lieve that Cuban sugar was bought for- 


i ward for delivery in March, April, and 
May. The figures which I have quoted 
indicate that instead of sugar showing an 
upward tendency it is likely. to fall. 
“Mr. Corszr.—No. 

Mr. FENTON.—Yet the Prime Minis- 
iter has practically doubled those prices 
| ay. ‘He talks about £81 per ton. I 


pimemarkably. 
Mr. McWituiams.—He is adding to 
a : “the price of sugar the rate of exchange. 
-—s- Mr. FENTON.—I fail to see how he 
arrives at £81 per ton, even by the addi- 
tion -of all incidental charges. 

Mr. McWixi1ams.—Theré is no rate of 








exchange against us in Mauritius and | 


vit Soscung so that the figures are absurd. 





mt \ ay last, when a deputation waited ‘upon 





arise. All this evidences the necessity for 


think that he is coum the position ~ 


Mr. -FENTON.—On the 27th Febru- 
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the ‘Prime Minister, the right honorable 
gentleman, speaking from official and ~ 
authoritative information, said he ex- 
pected to obtain the 100,000 tons of sugar 
pened from outside sources at £21 per 

Mr. McWritrams.—But the Minister 
fer Trade and Customs has added to the 
cost of the sugar 33 per cent. for ex- 
change when the rate of exchange in Java 
and Mauritius is in our favour. 

Mr. Corszer.—No, the rate of exchange 
is against us in Java. The price for raw 
sugar there is £51 6s. per ton. 


Mr. FENTON.—I should lke toe 
know if it will not be possible to review 
this agreement twelve months hence, 

Mr. McWitttams.—If{ we are going to 
encourage the cane-growers to plant fresh 
areas we must give them fixity of tenure. 


Mr. FENTON.—I am prepared to en- 
courage Australian industry, but we have 
to consider not merely the sugar industry. 
We have to remember that the consumers 
are obliged to purchase a thousand and 
one other articles, ‘all of which have 
risen tremendously in price. If the cost 
of sugar alone had increased the con- 
sumers would not object to encouraging 
the cane-growers. 


Mr, Corser.—The: cost of sugar pro- 
duction is now so much greater than 15 
was previously. The manures which must | 
be put, upon the land have increased in 
price from 50 to 100 per cent. , 

Mr. McWiruiams.—The same remark 
applies to the fruit-growers. 

Mr. FENTON.—We are entitled to 
know where this sort of thing is gomg 
to stop. I think that the honorable 
member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) | 
has put forward a very just proposition. 
With the information that is available, 
I do not feel inclined to accept the re- 
sponsibility of voting for the proposed 
agreement. 

_ Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [12.58 a.m.], 
—I appeal to honorable members to ratify 
the agreement. Those who have the in- 
terests of our consumers or of our jam 
manufacturers at heart should not risk 
the rejection of the agreement, because 


ain that event the Queensland sugar pro-— 


ducer will set for his product as near the 

world’s parity as he possibly can. That 
means that we shall be obliged to pay 
vastly more for our sugar than we shall be ~ 
required to pay under ‘this agreement. 
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article. 
we shall have to pay vastly more for our 


Australia, 
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Some honorable members are on upinion 


that there is nothing to justify the pro- 


posed increase to the sugar producers. 
Evidently they do not pause to consider 
that year after year wages have gone up, 
that the cost of machinery has inereased, 
and that the price of the artificial herbs 
lizers which are necessary to the main- 


tenance of the productivity of the sugar 
Jands of Australia 


has also increasea 
enormously. Earlier in the evening IL 
cited the case of seven mills with plan- 
tations attached to them, which have abso- 
lutely lost £107,000 within the brief period 
of six years. In the absence of this agree- 


ment, what encouragement can we offer 
the cane-growers to cultivate. more land? 


Yet if they do not plant additional areas, 
the land which becomes exhausted every 
your will pass out of cultivation, The 
result will be a less yield of sugar, and 
consequently greater importation of that 
It necessarily follows, then, that 


sugar than we shall do if we ratify the 


proposed agreement. 


Qnestion resolved in the affirmative. 
House adjourned at 1 a.m. (Friday). 


Senate. 
Friday, 19 March, 1920. 





| The Preswentr (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 11 am., and 
read prayers. 


SUPPLY BILL (No. 4) 1919-20. 
» Assent reported. 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH: 
| ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 


Debate resumed from 12th March (wide 


ago 370), on motion by Senator 

LINO 
That the following Address-in-Reply be 
- agreed to— 


To His Excellency the Governor-General. 


_ May rr PLease Your ExceL_ency: 


“We, the Senate of the Commonwealth of 
in Parliament assembled, desire. to 
express our loyalty to our Most Gracious 


_ f§overeign, and to thank Your Excellency for 
i ehe Speech which you have been ee to 
Ae address to Parliament. 


vo 4 
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| TaAke wilt re rorurcnne to. some Jens 


which I conceive to be of Austra a 
portance. I wish to be quite candid Ww 
the Senate, and therefore admit | that 
regret I was defeated at the et Si 
election. While I have regret or 

account, I have the consolatio 
knowing that I have had my say W 
have been here. It is never pleas 
be defeated at an election, but the un 
santness is increased when one a 


feated. 7 
Senator Mirten. se, might be ati 
pleasant for the honorable senator rif 1e 
did know. Sy abt 
Senator FERRICKS. —It is very in- 
satisfactory that I do not know. I was 
asked the question in Melbourne > yes 
day, and had to confess that I did not 
know. I said I had obtained 129, 000 first 
preference votes; that when the “second 
preference votes were counted my _ total | 
rose to 143,000 odd, and that at the decla- 
ration of the poll my total was 130,000. — 
I am not contending for a moment ‘that 


were counted to a conclusion the result 
in Queensland would have been different. 
We, who were defeated at the election in 
Queensland, may be said to be like those 
who die far: want of breath, sine ‘ 


our defeat was due _ to want 
votes. It would have been 
more satisfactory if all the 


ve 
recorded had been counted to a co 
clusion, so that we might have knowr 
what the position really was. I sincerely 
trust that if the electoral monstrosi 
upon which the last Senate election w: 
conducted is to be allowed to continue 


ment providing for i ful conte i. ei 
votes recorded will be made, as. ‘well 
some other obviously necessary alterati ns 
of the law. ae 

A matter I wish to bring under Hone “€ 
is one which has an Australian applic 
tion, and it is in regard to the ut 
policy to be adopted in connexion with tl 
Pacific Islands. Honorable senators Ww. 
remember that during last session 
the cae a iter OF times 








oe “policy Tut be adopted which would 
: ' have the effect of putting plantations in 
Lie what was lately German New Guinea 

a, under the control of monopolies instead 
_ of having them subdivided, as I suggested, 
§ Le into blocks of 250 acres for the settlement 

z of returned soldiers desirous of going 


yoels 


Ghee 
45 


a the blocks successfully with assistance 
_ from the Repatriation Department. When 
* the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
'- went to Brisbane, just before the 
- elections, he was waited upon by a 
deputation of returned soldiers, and 
promised them that nothing would be 
done in this connexion until the new Par- 

_ liament assembled. JI was interviewed 
- about a month ago in Brisbane by some 

- returned soldiers, who wished to find out 

_ how the scheme was progressing. I wired 
to the honorable. member for Grey (Mr. 
_ Poynton), who had just been appointed 
Minister for Home and _ Territories, 
- and he replied to the effect that the 
scheme of development to be adopted 
under the mandatory powers had not been 
completed. I ask the representatives of the 
- Government in the Senate to make some 
- reference to this matter, because the two 
returned soldiers who interviewed me in 
_ Brisbane gave me to understand that quite 
‘a number of returned men have their eyes 
turned towards New Guinea. They have 
_ not definitely decided to go to New Guinea, 
but they would go if they received proper 
encouragement. I saw these men again 
on the day following my first interview 
with them, and asked them if they could 
give me some idea of the number of re- 
: turned soldiers in Brisbane who were look- 
ny ing that way. They said that they were 
_ acting on their own initiative, and 
_ did not represent any body or league. 
_ They had not discussed the matter 
_ with others with the intention of finding 
_ out how many would be prepared to go to 
_ New Guinea, but they told me that in the 
fs twenty-four hcurs since they | 
saw me they had _ quite _ casually 
4+ met about twenty returned soldiers 
whose aspirations were similar to 
_ their own. They assured me that there 
_ were scores of returned soldiers in Bris- 
bane prepared to go to New Guinea to set- 
_ tle, if given reasonable encouragement. I 


fe toe egg ole 












eae in this regard applies in a 
rae degree to the other mates: I re- 


: [19 Manon, 1920.] 


there, and who might be able to carry on. 


last. 


have no doubt that what may be said of 
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ceived the following letter from one of. 
the men who interviewed me :— 


With reference to my previous inquiries re 


German New Guinea, I shall be greatly obliged — 
if you could enlighten me on the following: — 
If the Government has any scheme on hand 
to settle returned soldiers in German New 
Guinea, what assistance they propose to grant, 
the procedure required to get the “land, if the 
policy the Government intend to adopt for 
the mandated territories has been decided on; 
if not, could you give me an idea of the ap- 
proximate date when it will be settled? My 
reason for asking this is that I have been back 
from abroad some time now, and as I cannot 
afford to be idle much longer I would like to 
have an idea of how things stand. 


My previous contention was that these 
plantation areas should be cut up and 
given to returned soldiers desiring to go 
to New Guinea. There is an unlimited 
area of virgin country in New Guinea 
which the big financial organizations and 


syndicates might well undertake to de- 


velop, but which it would be impossible 
for private individuals to take up. IL 
understand that there are some planta- 
tions which had reverted to the German 
Government in New Guinea, and there is 
a suspicion in the minds of many people 
that big syndicates in the South have 
been organizing with the idea of acquiring 


‘those existing and fruitful plantations as 


they stand. I was made suspicious in 
this matter when I noted the: constitution 
of the Royal Commission that was ap- 
pointed to make inquiries in connexion 
with the Pacific Islands. It comprised 
Judge Murray—about whom I express no 
opinion, as | do not know the facts 
through being so far away from the 
centre of administration in New 
Guinea—Mr. Lucas, the Islands manager 
for Burns, Philp and Company, and a 

third member in the person of Mr. — 
Atlee Hunt, Secretary to. the Home 
and Territories Department. JI im- 
mediately: jumped to the conclusion 
that what must have been in the minds 
of those who appointed the Commission 
and the aim they were pursuing was that, 
recent developments having shown how 
successful Mr. Atlee Hunt as an adminis- 
trative head proved himself to be in farm- 
ing out the Northern Territory to Vestey 
Brothers, he might be able to farm out 
the plantations in the Pacific Islands to 
another monopoly in the shape of Burns, — 
Philp and Company. I was suspicious of 

this Royal Commission as soon as J 
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learned who were appointed members of 
it. 

Ji is somewhat remarkable that in the 
Melbourne Argus of 3rd March there is 
a paragraph to the effect that these Com- 
missioners have completed their report, 
which was in the hands of the Govern- 
ment, and that it would be laid on the 
table in Parliament before long. To-day 
is March 19, and the report has not ‘yet 
appeared on the table of the Senate. 
There is keen interest taken in this mat- 
ter by many returned soldiers and other 
people, who desire to know the policy to 


be adopted by the Government in con-- 


nexion with the Pacific Islands. The 
Treasurer (Mr. Watt) in another place 
said that one of the tasks which he would 
be called upon to perform when he ar- 
rives in England is to fashion the instru- 
ment for carrying out our mandatory 
powers in the Pacific. Perhaps the Leader 
of the Government in the Senate (Sena- 


> dor Millen) will be able to +411 us whether 


the mandate has yet been issued in view 
of the fact that there is no League of Na- 
tions yet and no peace, as events transpir- 
ing in other parts of the world clearly 
show. 

Senator. Mitten ve have a League 
of Nations. 


Senator FERRICKS.—Have we the 


mandatory powers? 

Senator Mirren.—The mandate has 
not been issued. ~ i 
_ Senator > FERRICKS. 1 wanted a 
statement on that point from the Minis- 


_ ter, not for any purpose of my own, but 


fon the information of people who have 


been making inquiries of me. 
Following on the remarkable operations 


‘in the Pacific after the outbreak of the 


war, it may be said that Burns, Philp 
and Company have had a monopoly of the 


’ Islands trade since the German line of 


steamers was withdrawn. 


The world’s 
market price for copra is £70 per ton, 


_ but. Burns, Philp and Company used to 


go to Gayman New Guinea and take, if 


_ not demand, copra at from £24 to £26 per 


hs 


_ ton, since they were the only buyers. I 


am given to understand that the trader 
_ Marcini, owned by Burns, Philp and Com- 
_ pany, which was sent in search of the 


_ Matunga, 


the vessel captured by the 


- Wolf, has been often to New Guinea, 


Vegi has called at all the ports of what. 

































was lately anny New - Guin 


a super-cargo on board: It was by these 
people that the copra produc Ort 
were told that they must sell 
Burns, Philp and Company, . 


their products would ‘be left on + : 
wharfs. Brie was done alge 1 


the trade vith Papua. It was be, 
te firm that it was more se 


fapiliies. 
into the question Pea i fi Seater & . 
regarding the . administration of Pa 


although I have eae many conflict 
rumours. ie 

- Senator pe Larerm.—Surely ip hon- 
orable senator does not suggest that Burns, 
Philp and Company would pass Papua 
and go on to German New Guinea? 

Senator FERRICKS. — Their 


if aay left out Papua. : 
Senator PERRECISS. Ps, firm. 3 


it did in war-time wah not “ay permi 
in time of pease. By ee 


and other Pasine’’ idlands — 
America, One of the arguments held ¢ 
in favour of mandatory powers over tl 
Pacific Possessions being granted to Au 
tralia was that the trade of the Paci 
Islands would be held by Australia. 
Burns, Philp and Company is allowe 
continue its present policy, not only 
the copra ‘trade be -diverted from 

tralia, but our own products will n 
marketed’ in’ those Possessions. We 
manufacturing tinned meats,- conden 
milk, biscuits, and other such — 
ties, which could be profitably. sateen 
the ‘Pacific, but if we are not to have sl 

ping connexion, and Burns, Philp and 
Company is allowed ‘to continue to trade — 
with Ameriéa, the pam of | 
islands- must mecessarily come 
America, and mot from the Co 
Wet | i 


wi 
py4, 
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a Senator Sentor.—The Commonwealth 
- fleet will come in then. 


3 Senator FERRICKS.—TI would like an 


ey 


1 


reson of opinion from the Leader of 
the Government in the Senate (Senator 
_ Millen) as to whether it is possible for 
the Government, through the Shipping 
~ Controller, or any other authority, to 
divert a line of steamers to the Pacific 
‘Islands, as the Commonwealth is surely 
entitled to that trade. If facilities were 
thus provided-our trade with the islands 
would not only be extended, but markets 
in the East would also be opened up. . If 
Burns, Philp and Company is allowed to 
exclude Australia, it will be a standing 
disgrace and a shocking example of the 


‘ imability of the Government to handle a 


most important problem. 
Senator pe Larcir.—lIf the honorable 


genator’s suggestion were adopted the 


Commonwealth would have to become a 


_ trader as well as a shipper. 


Senator FERRICKS.—I do not sug- 


- gest the Commonwealth should become a 


ty) 


6 


trader in copra and other commodities, 
but the Government should “provide faci- 


lities for the development of trade, con- 


cerning which we have heard so ‘much 
during the last few years. If Australian 
commercial interests are to be dominated 
by one firm—and I understand that 
Burns, Philp and Company prefer to 
trade with America—a great injustice 
will be done to the Commonwealth. 
Senator Mirren.—Does the honorable 
senator suggest that Burns, Philp and 
Company should be compelled to trade 


es with the Commonwealth? 


a 
Bi 


‘Senator FERRICKS.—No, but that 


the Government should endeavour to 
establish a connexion between Australia 
and. the Pacific Islands, particularly as 
we have a Shipping Controller under the 
ee of the Government. 

There is another matter to which I de- 
‘sire to briefly refer, and it also has an 
Dy aaiian application. The saddest 


part of the elections—not of the: result, 


but of the circumstances under which the 
campaign was conducted in Queensland— 
was the libels that were heaped upon that 


ae State. I am glad to be able to say that 


the three successful Senate candidates 
were not responsible for these libellous 
_ statements. There were men, however, 


pene ‘Wieh and honorable. die aaa 
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who absolutely went out of their way to 


grossly libel. the State of Queensland. 


The Treasurer (Mr. Watt) publicly stated ae 


at St. Kilda that “the bailiff was waiting 
on the Treasury steps”; the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) said that “ Queens- 
land was on the verge of bankruptcy ” 

and the honorable member for Herbert 
(Mr. Bamford), who was assisted by 
some State members, declared that “the 
financial bottom was falling out of Queens- 
land.” It is contrary to political ethics 
for elections to be conducted on such lines, 
and these gross libels were absolutely un- 
warranted and unfounded. 
for the sake of argument, they were cor- 
rect, which I deny: 





Senator Eartn.—lf they were correct 


they could:not be libellous. 


Senator FERRICKS.—It is astound- 
ing to realize that these so-called patriots 


went around damning one part of Aus- — 


tralia, and gave it out broadcast to the 
world that what I conceive to be the 
pearl State of the Commonwealth was on 
the verge of bankruptcy. 

Senator Mirren.—Such statements 
were not made to injure Queensland, but 
were made with the idea of saving the rest 
of Australia from a similar fate. 

Senator FERRICKS. — They~ were 
made with the object of winning the elee- 
tions. 
not only broadcast throughout Aus- 
tralia, but throughout the world, and in 
condemning one important State, a re- 
flection was cast upon the whole of the 
Commonwealth. 

Senator Fort.—Were those charges 
made against the State or against the 
financial activities of the Government?” 


Senator FERRICKS.—They were all 


insuperably interwoven with the State of - 


Queensland, and to give an idea of the 
tactics adopted I shall quote from a 
pamphlet supplied to me in Mackay, con- 
taining a number of verses with a political 





Senator Mirren.—Was it written by 
MeDougall ? 

Senuthe FERRICKS.—tThe issue of the 
pamphlet was authorized by John H. C. 
Sleeman, publicity officer, Northern Na- 
tional. Political Union, Sturt-street, 
Townsville. The lines, which are a tra- 
vesty on verse, are headed “ Damn Ryan,” 
and for the edification of honorable sena- 
tors I shall quote a portion to show the 
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- policy our opponents as a body adopted 
in Queensland in their endeavour to 
secure victory. They read— 


If Ryan damned the State he ruled, 

To pawn its credit for the gain 
Of party—and the people fooled, 

Then who shall say that all in vain 

_ he woman’s policy was framed, 
Or that she should be now ashamed, 
And not repeat the formula— 
Damn Ryan! 
If Ryan damned prosperity, 

Of all but Ryan-named T. J., 

Should he from “damning,” scathless, free, 

Amidst the mouldering decay 

Pass out uncensured, and not told. 
The woman’s words were words of gold, 
Although not classic formula— 

| Damn Ryan! 
The poem continues— 

If he has damned this Northern State, 

Why should his damning be postponed, - 
‘For inefficiency, should Fate 

Prevent T. J, from being stoned? 

Has Ryan passed the stage when he, 
From criticism should be free, 
And scathless ’scape the formula— 

Damn Ryan! 

Senator Mirtzen.—He does not say 
“Damn the Northern State.” 

Senator FERRICKS.—Senator Millen 
has stated that there is no reflection on 
the State of Queensland, and I there- 
fore ask the Minister’s attention to the 
following lines :— 

From North to South, from East to West 

He has a land in travail sore, 

The victim of fanatic zest 


He leaves diseased, with rotting core, 
A State that once from ill was free 


Till damned by Ryan’s gaucherie: \ 
Wherefore the caustic formula— IG 
Damn Ryan! 


Senator Newrianp.—The sentiment is 
good, but the poetry awful. 

Senator FERRICKS.—For the infor- 
mation of Senator Newland and other 
honorable senators, I may say that Queens- 
- Tand is not “rotten to the core,’’ and any 
one making such a statement 1s a very 
little. ‘Australian. As members of a Na- 
tional Parliament we should “ side-step ” 


these miserable little things, and avoid 
_ adopting such contemptible tactics. 


Senator Szntor.—Little things? 
Sentaor FERRICKS.—Yes; they are 


Ws paltry and puerile, and I denounced such 
tactics from every public platform. Since 
_ I have been a member of this Chamber I 
have never cast a reflection upon any. other 
'. State.’ 

East-West Railway Bill was submitted I 


Had I been a senator when the 


i Me would have ae ditiats it, and I ee also 





[SENATE] 


National Political Union. The honorable sf 
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support the. Sohatrn enone ay a li 
Pine Creek to Oodnadatta, because 
lize that these are undertakings abs ute 
essential in the interests of the whe 
Commonwealth. , y 

Sentaor pE Lareaie.—You woul 
done apa antt « that your et f 
not do. 


er 

eis en ae my sentiments on man; 
subjects, and there may be room for dis- 
agreement with my colleagues on som 
eee 
points. It is unworthy of any man asp 
ing to a public position to broadcast s 
stuff throughout Australia. Senator N 
land, by interjection, has stated ae the 

sentiment was good een 
Senator Newxianp rh. whole t 





senator is Sorry because his party i 
sociated with it. I am sorry for ae 
orable senator, because the issue of the 
pamphlet was authorized by John Hee 
Sleeman, publicity officer of the Northern 


senator need not have any regrets about — ie 
me reading this, because I quoted it 
every public a after it came i 


opportunity of briefly commenti te on + 
important question. The Daily Telegra 
of 16th March contains a report of a sta 
ment made by the Premier of Queenslan 
Mr. Theodore, who admitted that duri 


land a total deficit of £830, 000 had 
mulated. 

Senator CRAWFORD. —To hae 
have the taxes accumulated? 

Senator FERRICKS.—I shall 
vour to show, by quoting Mr. Theod 
figures, how ‘that deficit arose. 
made a comparison with the ge 


pitals, £100,000 more; for the ae 
State children, £100, 000 more; for St 
schools, £370, ,000; and for secont lary 
technical education, EO0, Mane and : 20, 
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There is an important item that is 


_ not mentioned included in the list: sub- 
mitted by Mr. Theodore. 


When the 
Labour Government: came into power in 
Queensland, the railway workers were 


denied the right of access to the Arbitra- 
_ tion Court—a right which had been denied 


_ them for years by preceding anti-Labour 
_ Governments. 


- Government did more than the South 


Sentaor O’Loeurin.—The Queensland 


- Australian Government has done. 


Senator FERRICKS.—Exactly! 


Senator Forr.—The right was not given - 


of their own free will, because the railway 
employees forced the hands of the Govern- 


ment. 


Senator FERRICKS.—When Labour 


members were in opposition they re- 


peatedly moved for an amendment 
of the Act to enable public servants 
to approach the Arbitration Court. 
I speak with some knowledge of the sub- 


ht ject, because I served for two years in the 
Queensland railways, and left the service 
_in absolute disgust. I have no hesitation 


sweated individuals imaginable. 


‘to £500,000. 


in saying that before the advent of Labour 
to power in that State, the Queensland 
railway workers, the school teachers, and 
the police were absolutely the most 
When 
they were given access to the Arbitration 
Court their plaint was heard, and the all- 
round increases granted, not by the Caucus 
or the Trades Hall or the Government, 
but by a Judge in arbitration, amounted 
The increase was fully 
warranted, and it was quite time it was 
given. We advised the Queensland people 
that they should be prepared to take the 
responsibility for the increase in wages. 


' Subsequent increases were given, amount- 


i ing to, perhaps, another quarter of a mil- 
~ lion. 


Those sums were saved by the 


previous Government by sweating their 
employees, and naturally that Government 


was enabled to show better results from 


_ the railways. No reasonable person could 
-eayil at the belated action of giving the 
_ railway workers of Queensland something 


ah like a fair deal. 


Let me quote the records of some of 


the other States in the matter of accumu- 
lated deficits. I shall not do so in any 


_ disparaging spirit, because I recognise 
that during the last five years conditions 





" : have been quite abnormal in regard to the 
i Ai Cala, ; My! a ‘ft / 
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cost of materials and the cost of living. 


Mr. Theodore says— 


It is true that since we have been in office 


our ‘deficit has grown to £830,000, but we ~ 


should have had no deficit at all if we had 
had a sympathetic Legislative Council. We 
are not the only State with a deficit. Vic- 
toria during the past five years, under a 


National Government, has accumulated a de- — 


ficit. of £1,000,000. 


Yet the fact that Queensland, under the 
Labour Government, has in five years 
accumulated a deficit of £830,000 has been 
broadcast, not only throughout Australia, 


pA 0 er ee - eee 


but through the whole English-speaking © ‘ 


world, to the detriment of Queensland 
and of Australia as'a whole. Mr. Theodore 
goes on to point out that South Australia 
accumulated in five years, also under a 
National Government, a_ deficit of 
£1,800,000. Queensland, therefore, is 
not in it with nationally-governed States 
in the creation of deficits. We cannot 
hold a candle to them. Western Aus- 


tralia accumulated a deficit of £2,971,000 


in five years, also not under a Labour 
Government, and the accumulated deficit 
of ‘Tasmania in the same period was 


£177,000. 

Senator Mi~tten.—Does a Queenslander 
draw comfort by instituting a comparison 
between his State and Tasmania? 

Senator FERRICKS.—TI feel that, in 


justice to Queensland, I should endeavour | 


to refute the slanders heaped upon that 
State during the election campaign, and 
ask honorable senators from other States 
to look a little nearer home before they 
race round the country condemning the 
management of the Queensland finances. 

The public debt of Queensland is £91 
per head, and Senator Crawford will 
assert that it has increased by leaps and 
bounds since Labour came into power. I 
know that has been stated all over the 
country. But the public debt of Western 
Australia is £116 per head. I do not 
say that that is anything against Western 
Australia, which has a relatively small 
population. The public debt in Queens- 
land has been increased by £11,000,000; 
but bear in mind that we still boast the 
longest railway mileage of any State of 
the Commonwealth. 


Senator Crawrorp.—And the biggest 


railway deficit, too. 

Senator FERRICKS.—No. I think 
Victoria beats us in that, even though 
our railway men are paid decent wages. 
The public debt of Western Australia has 
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increased by £9,000,000; of South Aus- 
tralia, by £9, 000, 000; of Victoria, by 
£16, 000, 000, and ‘of New South Wales, 
where the cream of nationalism prevails, 
by £30,000,000. ‘All this is in five years. 
Senator Mitren.—Will the honorable 
senator give the taxation per head? 
Senator FERRICKS.—I intend to do 
so, and I think I can present a point of 
view which has not previously appealed to 
the honorable senator, On the question 
of the increase of the public debt during 
the last five years, it should be stated that 
Queensland came into the arrangement 
with the Federal Government for the 
-eurbing of State borrowing and expen- 


diture, whereas New South Wales did. 


not. 
An interjection was made regarding the 
Gusensl arid Legislative Council, Honor- 
able senators will, doubtless, have read 
in the press that it is intended to send a 
delegation from Queensland to England 
for the sole purpose, I presume, of defam- 
ing Queensland, as was done during the 
elections. It-is to consist of Sir Robert 
Philp, Sir Alfred Cowley, and Mr. J. A. 
‘Walsh. Sir Robert Philp is a very esti- 
mable gentleman in political life, so long 
as you do not bump up against vested 
interests—he is a very nice man per- 
-sonally; but if you do that, you tread on 
his corns. Nobody knows better than 
yourself, Mr. President, what Sir Alfred 
Cowley is—I suppose the blackest-hearted 
black labourite that Queensland evér pro- 
_ duced, and the last man to give up the 
ghost ‘in regard to the retention of the 
kanaka in thie Queensland canefields, if, 
Indeed, he has yet giyen it up, which I 
very much doubt. He was Speaker of 
the Queensland Parliament for several 
years, and I honestly believe he would 
still love to see his “‘ brother,’’ as he used 
to call him, occupying North Queensland. 
Mr. J. A. Walsh is a six- and-eight-penny 
gentleman, who has to fawn on vested in- 
_ terests, whenever they throw him a brief, 
bony or otherwise. He does not come 
_ into the calculation much. I take it that 
he is going as legal adviser to the delega- 
Ne tion. 
Senator Sznror.—Do not speak so dis- 
_ paragingly of lawyers. Is not Mr. Ryan 
one? And did he not receive a fee from 
i i the Queensland Government ? 


. Senator FERRICKS.—Quite a number 


Res people have realized lately, to their 
cost, that Mr. ane is a ay manana 
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what is watled By 
£830,000 in five years of war tim 

Senator Minuen.—There is a bi 
ference between a deficit with low 
tion and a deficit with high taxa 

Senator FERRICKS.—I do not 
to burke the taxation question. _ The p 
centage of deficit to revenue in Sir Ro 
Philp’s time wag 10 jer cent.; u 
Labour Government during the 
years it was 2 per cent. | . a 

Senator CRAWFORD. —l do not Mag: ink 


Robert Philp was Premier. 
-Senator FERRICKS. —That 
point. Sir: Robert Philp is me 
delegation to London to complain a 
the financial position of Queensland, 
“what is termed the recklessness of 
Labour Corea Senator o 


‘iret taxation, with the ides off  wipi 
out his accumulated deficit of als 100, 000 
His idea was a poll tax of 10s. per ! 
on every adult wage earner in Q 1€ 
land, irrespective of his earnings. Tf: 
citizen earned nothing, he had to find 
10s. poll tax@all the same. Brien 
Senator Caaveons ae other 
were imposed, such ag the income © 
Everyone had to pay a minimum of 
Senator FERRICKS.—I believe. 
income tax was introduced about 
time. I was mining theh, and I reme 
ber that I had to pay the aes ny wi | 
a ie 
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a air proportion of ihe expense is 
ing on the government of the State 
developing its resources, and sought 
remove a restriction which has been op 
ating very harshly against the eal 
of Queensland for many years. Tha 
the restriction which prevents t 
Court—not the Government n 
Caucus, nor the Trades i 
raising pastoral rents in rear 
ment by more than | 50. 
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restriction was imposed’ when 
after the drought, to give the pastoral in- 
dustry a chance of reviving, and in what 
was cenceived to be the best interests of 
ane State. 

Senator Crawrorp.—That was a con- 
Dette under which the land was leased. 

Senator FERRICKS.—In 1910, when 
the Land’ Bill was going through the State 
Parliament, of which I was a member, 
Mr. Denham, the Liberal Premier or 
Minister for Laids, who was piloting 
the Bill, said that if ‘he had his way, and 
if the Government had its way, that re- 
striction would be removed and the Land 


> Court would be given the right to fix the 


~~, 


_. interests of the Legislative Council would’ 


vent at what it thought fair. 


_ Senator Mititen.—That was when the 
Bill was before Parliament originally. 
Senator FERRICKS.—It was not the 
original Act, but an jamending Land 
Bill. The reason the Government could 
not make that alteration if it wanted to, 
was that the pastoral and other vested 


not have allowed it, as the Government 
knew. The Labour Government has two 


or three times sent up a Bill to remove 


the restriction. Does anyone here say 


- that it is unfair to give the Land Court 


the right to assess the rental of State pro- 


erties? The idea is preposterous. 
"Senator Mititen.—If you leased a house 


_ from me at a fixed rental, you would con- 


sider it arbitrary and unfair if I increased 
the rental during the currency of your 


. lease. 


Senator FERRICKS.—If I came 


erying to the honorable senator for a low 


rental for the place I lived in, because I 
could not afford to pay more, having had 
bad luck, and the honorable senator gave 
me easy conditions for about ten years, 
and if all at. once I prospered, would 


_ the honorable senator say ‘‘ You can have 


_ 


_ the 


house. indefinitely. on Ui 


same 


~ terms’? 








-. Senator MiLien.—But this is not in- 


definitely. 

Senator FERRICKS.—Well, it is for 
thirty years. Would Senator Millen say 
that! 

Senator —Mritxen. Yes; because the 
“Tease had’ been granted. prior to that. 

‘Senator FERRICKS.—Senator Millen 
has: right to say that in regard to his 
own house, but he has no right to say it 


ae in (oa ee the Broperty of a State. 


[19 Manor, 1920.] 


‘treason. 


Address-an-Reply. 


599 


Senator Crawrorp.—A State has no _ 


more right to break a contract than have — 


private parties. 
Senator FERRICKS. — Everybody 
knows that the pastoralists of Australia 


have done exceedingly well during the 
Where is the patriotism — 
At their head 
stands. Sir Robert Philp—whose public © 


past five years. 
of these gentlemen? 


career is inseparately interwoven with de- 


ficits—leading a delegation from Queens- 


land for thie: purpose of defaming that 


State. 4 
Senator Lyncu:—If he defames it, will 
not he himself be among’ the first. to i 


suffer ? 


Senator FERRICKS.—Oh, no. 


Be- | 


cause the Government of Queensland took — 
certain action to get their legislative pro- 
posals through the Legislative Council of 


that State, these gentlemen are going to 
England to urge certain objections. I 
venture to say that if, during the war, I 
had stated that Australia was rotten to 


the core, that it was on the verge of in- — 


solvency: and that the bailiff was waiting 
on the Treasury eteps, I would not have 


escaped with less than three years’ im- ~~ 


prisonment. Yet these men are being al- 
lowed to go forth on a mission to defame 
a part of Australia. To my mind their 
action constitutes a very near approach to 


abroad on this mission the Government 
should intern them as enemies of the 
Commonwealth. 


Rather than allow them to go ‘ 


Senator Earry.—Did I understand’ the : 


honorable senator to say that the accu- 

mulated deficit of Queensland in five 

years represents a sum of £830,000? 
Senator FERRICKS.—Yes. 


Senator Karrie. — Why, the Auditor=: 


General says the amount is £3, 600,000. 
Senator FERRICKS.—That is in re- 
gard to the railways. 
which. I have referred should not be per- 
mitted to leave Australia. Of course, I 
do not imagine for a moment’ that the 
Imperial Government will take any no- 
tice of their representations: The mem- 
bers of the delegation have been. abso- 
lutely snubbed. every time they have ap- 
proached Downing-street.. But in spite 
of that, they are going abroad to inter- 
view the financial magnates of Great 
Britain. Now, the 
Commonwealth (Mr. Watt) has 
Send left Australia, for England’ on 


< 


The delegation to 


Treasurer of the 
al- 


— 


, oy 
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what, I understand, is to be chiefly 
a financial mission. Will ‘the  pre- 
sence of a delegation of responsible 
men from Queensland in Great Britain 
for the purpose of defaming one of the 
six States of the Union, be lkely to as- 
sist Mr. Watt? I cannot understand 
why the Government do not attempt to 
dissuade these gentlemen from the action 
they propose to take. J, for one, will 
never defame any portion of Australia. 
When political contests are fought on 
such grounds there is not a very great 
elevation of our national ideals. 
~|I come now toa paragraph in the 
Geer General's Speech which makes 
reference to the Arbitration Act. I had 
hoped to deal with a couple of phases of 
this question before the recent elections 
were held, but, unfortunately, I was pre- 
vented from doing so. I now wish to 
outline the procedure which is ordinarily 
followed in our Arbitration Courts. It 
is usual for the employers and employees 
to go into the Court and state their re- 
spective cases. Then, the first factor which 
the Judge takes into cgnsideration is the 
capital that is sted in the industry 
which is under review. Suppose, for ex- 
‘ample, that Senator Lynch invested 
£60,000 in an industry and employed a 
number of men in it. If a dispute arose 
between him and his employees the Judge 
would first take into consideration the 
amount of capital embarked in the in- 
dustry, and would insure to Senator 
Lynch what he conceived to be a fair 
return upon it. Now, the machinery of 
an employer, for commercial purposes, 
may possibly be worth £60,000, but of 
what utility is it until the workers’ capl- 
tal—_the labour—is applied to it? But 
whilst consideration is given by the Court 
to the value of the machinery that is 
) operative in the industry, no ,considera- 
tion whatever is given to the capital of 
the worker. Until our system of arbitra- 
tion recognises that the workers’ capital 
is not only of equal, but of more, import- 
ance in commerce than is the capitalist’s 
machinery, it will not work equitably. 
Yet the Judges in our Arbitration Courts 
do not take any cognisance of it. They 
merely endeavour to ascertain the least 
amount upon which the worker can live 
to operate the capitalist’s machinery. A 
selentific system of arbitration would re- 
_ cognise the combined capital of all the 
workers who operate the machinery. . 
Senator Ferricks. 
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~ Two wrongs do not make a right, 


the workers’ capital must be ‘regarded 
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Senator Lyncx.—Is not machin 
another form of labour? © 


Senator FERRICKS. —Yes, 


capital represented by ‘the machi 
whilst ignoring the capital which is 
sented by labour. Such a syst i 
neither just nor scientific. 1 
another aspect of the matter to wh ch I | 
desire briefly to refer. The bigges 5 a 
jection to our arbitration system is the 
delay which occurs in the granting | of — 
awards, owing to the congestion — which | o 
takes place in our Arbitration Courts. 
Let us suppose that Senator de Largie a ae 
an employer, and that a dispute arises a 
between him and his employees. Before _ 
he will confer with those employees, he | 
says to them, ‘“‘ You must first go Fete 
to your work.’? Do employers exercise 
such autherity by divine right? If a 
body of men leave their work because 
they are dissatisfied with the conditions ; 
of employment, what right has the em- 
ployer to say ‘‘ Before I will i with” 
you, you must go back to work”? oT +H 
Senator pe Larer.—He hag ace bee 
right to do that when there is an Arbi- — 
tration Court in existence. It is a great — 
pity that we have not an Act under 
which those who break the law can be ‘io 
punished. a a 
Senator FERRICKS. The first Pookie ‘ 
to break our arbitration laws were the 
Broken Hill Proprietary Company. | 
Senator pe Larciz.—That is no pele 
why other persons should do likewis 


Senator FERRICKS.—I wish now to 
put before the Senate some aspects « , 
this matter which I regard as of vet 
great importance. a 

Senator Lyncw.—I behave thay h 
Labour Government in Queensland aske 
men to go back to their work. : 

Senator FERRICKS.—If I left m 
employment I would refuse to do that 
until the dispute in which I was, bo 
cerned had been settled. 

Senator pe Laroirrn.—And ee th 
honorable senator pretends to. ee arbi 
tration ? 


accomplished a lot of good, but the peels ps 
must be altered if it is to live, and i 
anxious that it should live. These dis- 
abilities, however, must be removed, and 


of equal 
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| Employers have no right to order men 
_ to resume work. Do they own me, body 
Ti and soul f° 

— ~Senator pve Larcir.—The honorable 
senator believes in the divine right to 
_ strike ? | : 
Senator FERRICKS.—Yes. 


Senator pe Lararzr.—And he also be-’ 


~~ - Senator FERRICKS.—I do, and I 
hope that the workers will never give up 
the right to strike. 

Hai Senator Szenior.—The two things are 
diametrically opposed to each other. 


_. Senator FERRICKS.—Another phase 


of this question which is deserving of © 


notice has reference to the hearing of 
_ plaints before the Court, especially in 
eases in which female workers are con- 
cerned. I remember reading a series of 
eases which were heard some time ago by 
Mr. Justice Edmunds in Sydney. In 
those cases quite a number of girls em- 
_. ployed in the white work industry, and 
who appeared as witnesses, were asked 
by counsel, and by the Judge himself, 
* most delicate questions in regard to the 
number of undergarments, &c., that they 
required during the course of the year. 
One question went so far as to seek in- 

- formation about a laundry bill. I do 
not think that female workers should be 
subjected to an examination of that kind 
either by the Arbitration Court or any 

- other Court. If the Judge has no other 

_ means of getting the information that he 

_ requires, let him make inquiries in his 
own home regarding the laundry bill and 

_ the number of undergarments which are 
required in a year by a female. Again, 
«an almost unlimited time was expended 
by one of the Judges in our Arbitration 
Courts in taking evidence upon the ques- 
tion of whether bacon is a necessary com- 
-modity for the worker. Does he have to 
consider whether it is a necessary com- 

_ modity in his own larder? Surely evi- 
dence on such matters is not necessary! 
. . These are the causes of the delays which 
-. oceur in the granting of awards by the 
Arbitration Court. When a Judge who 
is in receipt of £3,000 a year spends half- 
_ a-day in conducting such inquiries, and 
__ when he presumes to ask female witnesses 
_ such delicate, and almost immoral, ques- 
’ tions as I have indicated, the Court ceases 
to be one of arbitration, and becomes a 


court of degradation. This is one of the. 
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factors which is causing our system of 
arbitration in Australia to become un 
popular. : 3 

In conclusion, it is just within the 
bounds of possibility that I may again 
appear in thig Senate. In addressing the 
electors at the declaration of the poll, and 
particularly those who were gibing at me, 
I said, “ You are so pleased at my defeat 
that I propose to give you a little more 
pleasure. 
portunity offers on some future occasion 
you will be afforded another chance of 
voting against me. What more do you 
want 2” 
my disappearance from this Chamber, F 
say the same thing now. Should the 
occasion arise I shall take another oppor- 
tunity of appearing before the electors of 
Queensland or a part of Queensland and 
endeavouring to become again one of its 
representatives here 

Senator BARNES (Victoria) [12.0].—I 
desire to make a few remarks on the 
Address-in-Reply, and, at the outset, 


would like to say that the election having — 


been fought and won, I would like to be 
able to congratulate the Government and 
their supporters on their victory, because, 
having in me a little of the sporting in- 
stinct of our race, I enjoy a, ‘‘scrap’’ like 
most men, and feel satisfied when the best 
man wins. But on this occasion I have 
reservations, for the reason that I do not 
think the fight was a fair one; it was won 
on what, in sporting parlance, is called 
a foul. Because of that, I reserve my 
congratulations to the Government. No 
doubt, this will not worry them very 
much, because they are in power, but f 
wanted to say it. Of course, the Go- 
vernment have no need to worry, because 
in the Senate they have a great majority, 
and after June next there will be only 
one honorable senator left on this side to 
represent the views of the Labour party 
in Australia. ) 


Senator Fotu.—But the honorable sena-- 


601 


To those who are delighted with 


I promise you that, if the op a 


tors on this side represent the whole of © | 


their respective States. 


Senator BARNES.—I know they pro- 


fess to; but if that were so, things would — 
In another 


be different in the country. 


place, the Government are in rather a _ 


“precarious position, and anythimg may 


happen; but, personally, I do not think a 


there will be any disturbanee until the 


next election, as the new party is really 


yay: 
| 
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enly a second, edition of the old 
Nationalist'| party; consequently, there 
need be no fear of any political turmoil, 
for the present, at all events. 

Had the recent election been fought 
on its merits, and won on. the per- 
formances of the Government, I would 
have been one of the first to congratulate 
honorable members opposite upon. their 
victory. 

Senator Prarce.—Your people were 
more to blame than anybody else if the 
election was not fought on its merits.. 

- Senator BARNES.—I do not believe 
that; and I intend to prove, as clearly as 
that the Government were 
afraid to place the real issues before the 
electors, because they knew that if the 


_ people were ‘properly informed they would 


not have had a chance in the country. 

Senator Pzarcr.—Why did your cam- 
paign director bring in the woes of Ire- 
Jand as one of the election issues? 

Senator BARNES.—So far as I am 
aware, he did not do that; but I know 
that a good number of people who sup- 
port honorable senators opposite bring 
the woes of Ireland and other countries 
into the politics of Australia... 


Senator Pxrarce. — Your campaign 
director did this. at the outset of the 
campaign. 


Senator BARNES.—So far as I know, ~ 
he: did not do that... The campaign was 
not fought on the merits of the case at all. 
Every day the daily press printed 


_eolumns of reports as to what the Prime 


Minister (Mr. Hughes) was saying and 
doing, but nothing was said regarding the 


Government policy or the Government’s 


performances.‘ The statements were 
mostly diatribes about ‘“‘Ryan and ruin’’ 
and allegations of that character, that 


ought not to have been brought before the 


people at all. The Prime Minister, in 
his own way, so distorted the position in 


~ Queensland as to absolutely mislead. the 
people, 

could have 
sisted in every possible way. They could 


which 
as- 


and the daily press, 
controverted him, 


have torn the entrails out of the Prime 


_ Minister, metaphorically speaking, with 
regard to his statements about Queens 


‘g land affairs, but they had no mind to do 
so, and no desire to inform the people 


as to the real facts. 
Queensland, under a Labour Government, 


We were told that 


was the dearest State 4 in Australia to- live 
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average in Queensland was 11d. lower 
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in, and that its finahoess eee : if 
on insolvency. These allegations are. not. 
borne out by the facts. I do no turn to 
any Queensland Minister for authority to 
refute them. I turn to the man who is 
supposed to occupy a judicial position, 
who is not.swayed hither and thither by 
party politics, but takes the cold figures 
as they are, and presents the actual facts 
to the people. Concerning the high cost 
of living, Kmibbs shows that in amiga '@ 
land it is less than in any other State ex- 
cept Western Australia. In the last 
quarter of 1919, when the election } cam ‘S 
paign was in progress, the cost of living Mi: 
in Sydney was 33s. 1d., in Melbourne — | 
31s. 4d., in Brisbane 30s: 10d., in Ade-— Bi 
laide 30s. 8d., in Perth 28s. od., fuses in i 
Hobart: 32s: 9d. ee 518) 
Senator pz Larorm.—The contention i i 
that there has been a greater increase. in 4 
the cost of living in Queensland. since the 
Labour Government came into power,  , 
than in any other Sie of the Commens . 
wealth. Peet 
Senator BARNES oT think that ile e" 
gation has been refuted in another place 
by the honorable member who was Pre- 
mier of Queensland. He has pointed out } 
that the Labour Government came — 
into. power ; in 1915, and thats durin the 




























pe ait fan ‘iat contze] of prive,, 
fixing, under the provisions of the W 
Precautions Act, and immediately. t 
cost of living in Queensland began to rise. 
It has been rising ever since at the sam 
ratio in every State. Anyhow, Knibbs 
shows that, in the last quarter of 1919 the 


than the average for the rest of Australia, 
and,to nie that statement appears: to be 
unanswerable. Knibbs’, figures also dis: 
close the same position for the other three 
quarters of 1919. Had the Prime Min- 
ister and the daily press been desirous 
informing the people of the real facts of 
the case, they could have quoted Knibbs | 
figures. What does it matter whether — 
Mr. Hughes, Mr. Ryan, or Mr. Tudor ie 
leading the Government of this country ; 
“Our real ¢oncern should be that the 
people get the facts, so that they ma} 
judge for themselves. __ Sas 
Senator p—E LarGim.—You should. ap y 
those principles to your pote 
and the Labour Set Ook 0 
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4 past soamidglous hes about me in Western 
oe Australia. 

Senator BARNES ¢.—T am etic) 8 in 
. vi the conduct of more than one Labour 
ge paper, and, so far as I am aware, they 


| HO the country of the truth. 

_ Senator O’Kerre.—The Labour paper 

ain Tasmania gives the other side a fair 
- deal in all respects. 

Senator pe Lareiz.—I was interested 
in founding the Australian Worker, and 
yet no other paper told more lies about 
me at the last election. It repeatedly 
stated that I advocated Asiatic labour in 

~  -Australia. 

- Senator BARNES.—I a that, so 
far as Iam aware, the Labour newspapers 
of Australia lay themselves out to inform 
their readers of the truth in politics, and 
other matters of interest to the people. 
Our opponents knew that they had not a 
million to one chance of winning the re- 
cent election on a straight-out issue, and 
wo they also: brought in the question of 

- every man’s religion. 

Senator oe. We did not start that 
campaign. 

_ . Senator BARNES. —You did. I pro- 
pose to quote some of the literature that 
helped to put honorable senators ere 
into: this Parliament again. 
“Senator SENror. Personally, I never 
refer to any man’s religion. 
Senator BARNES.—I am glad to know 
_ the honorable senator did not, and I be- 
lieve also that. many honorable senators 
opposite would : scorn to win an election on 
. the religious issue, but they must accept 


the raSponsibility for the actions of their | 


. discontents in .all the associations, and in this 


Senator pz Larcie. ann: you accept re- 
"sponsibility for the actions of the Labour 
press 2b 
_ Senator BARNES. —I bone to, and I 
_. make no apology when I say that I am 
_. prepared to take my party with all its 
/. sins; its faults and shortcomings, though 
_ they be many. I take my full share of 

amy responsibility attaching to me as an 
adherent of the Labour party. 


But I want to inform honorable 


‘senators of what occurred during 
- the recent election, and to quote, 
for their linformation, extracts from 
a * some of the literature that was dis- 
- tributed to every household in Victoria, 
stirring up ill-feeling between Roman 





. _ Catholics and Protestants. They knew. 


that unless, ane issue could be raised, the 





\ lay themselves out to inform the people. 
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chances of success were five to one against — 


them, so they departed from clean polli- 


tics, and endeavoured to show that the — 
Labour party were under the heel of. 


Romanism. It may be news to some hon- 
orable senators, but I can assure them 


that this literature went a long way to- 


wards helping them to get back to Par- 
lhament. I am not a Roman Catholic. 


There are many amongst Government | 


supporters, and many on my own side; 
but I never inquire what a man’s re- 
ligion is. Nor does the Labour move- 
ment. We stand for giving the people 
the utmost freedom to worship where 
they like, when they lke, and how they 
like. 


Senator O’Kzrre.—Anyhow, a man’ g 


religion is settled for him before he is 
born. 

Senator BARNES. — The ‘honorable 
senator is quite right. A’ man’s religion 
is an accident of his birth. As a rule, 
a child follows the religion of its parents. 
This is an extract, referring to Roman 





Catholics, contained in one of the leaflets 


distributed throughout Victoria during 


‘the recent election campaign :— 


The Public Services are full of these indi- 
viduals, some of them good servants, some 
grossly incompetent, but all in the Roman or- 


ganization for mutual protection against the 


fresh air of efficiency and competition, and 
against any inquiry into these departmental 
shortcomings of which so many of them are 
guilty. It is as difficult to bring one ef them 
to justice in a Public Department as to secure 
a conviction from an Irish Roman Catholic jury 
in Ireland. 

Each of them carries tales to the priest, sets 
traps for Protestants, watches and notes events 
that may develop, and warns the priest. They 
are the ‘snarling and whining malcontents and 


they are supported by the priests, who natur- 


ally encourage them, under pretence of want- | 


img“ hetter. conditions.” The priests also 
assist to ‘‘rope in’’ or silence the more 
moderate ones by persuasion or threats. 


Each adherent is a spy for the anti-State 


organization of the Romans. 


That is the kind of stuff that the party 
opposite won the election on. I intend 


to give them a dose of it that 1t may go 


on “the public records that there is a 
political party in this country prepared 
to descend to any depths to win an elec- 
tion. With regard to the Post and Tele- 
graph Department, the writer of the 


pamphlet goes on to say— 


In the post-offices, the telegraph, and. the 
railways Romans act as spies, and are guilty 
of treachery and mean conduct in all branches. 


They open letters, neglect to deliver letters. or 


’ 
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parcels known to be Protestant. They inform 
priests of the contents; they copy telegrams, 
note down telephone messages, and carry them 
to the priests; they neglect duties in the rail- 
ways, hoping that Protestants will suffer ; 
they purposely mislay parcels sent by or in- 
tended for Protestant organizations. All as 
part of a system to help the Church. — Being all 
bigoted sectarians, they resist all, freedom of 
speech. 
This pamphlet was distributed by the 
Nationalist party. The only imprint 
upon it is ‘‘ Varley’s, Melbourne,’’ but 
the party opposite are responsible for its 
distribution. 

Senator Senior.—I did not know of it. 

Senator BARNES.—Then if the hon- 
orable senator did not know of it, it is 
time that he did. It is time that he 
learned that this kind of thing was be- 
hind him. It is to make the honorable 
senator and others acquainted: with these 
facs that I refer to the matter here. I 
believe that there is a vast number of 
people in this country who are clean and 
honest, and believe in a fair fight, 
and would put their foot down on this 
kind of thing if they could. My purpose 
is to show that it can be of no advantage 


to any party that Australian public life 


should be contaminated by the distri- 
bution of matter of this character 

Senator pe Larcizr.—That is quite 
true, but the honorable senator should 
sweep before his own door. 


Senator BARNES.—I_ have been con- | 


nected with the movement on whose be- 
half I am speaking here to-day for a very 
long time, but I do not remember a 
single occasion when anything of this 
character was ever brought into any -con- 
test or any of our battles, political or in- 
dustrial, by the party to which I belong. 
I quote further— 

In the Customs Houses they endeavour to 
stop importations of any books dealing ad- 
versely with the Roman Church. In the re- 
venue offices they pry into information, and 
communicate to priests the position and opera- 
tions of all citizens. 

It is as before stated, a development of the 
Roman Irish character. and practice to avoid 


‘the work of production—the self-reliance and 


the competition of life—and get into a snug 


billet, from: which to exercise pressure as a 


body, and endeavour to capture the Public Ser- 
vice, and make it an ‘adjunct to the Roman 
power in the State. It is a doubtful policy, 


indeed, whether any of the Roman sect should 


even as citizens have a proportion of these 
billets, but certainly it should be a very limited 


. proportion. 


In the opinion of these peaple it is a 


doubtful poe whether Roman eee 
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All ‘our business, 








should be given even.a pr 
public positions which have 46 . 
in this country. a i 


of trust in them. 


What a sweeping condemnation as is oe 
an important section of the people of iis) 
country. We have learned from the press 
in the last two or three days that the 
people so defamed here are to be led in ~ 
a procession to-morrow by fifteen V.C.’s 
of the late war. These are the people 
who, we are told, should not be peri. 
mitted to occupy any position in the 
public life of the country. The pamphlet — 
continues— a ee 
No Roman Catholic should be in a “position — 
of trust in them, because he is trained and 


bound by allegiance to the priest and tienes oS " 
first, last, and all the time, ay! eh ; 


Then the writer deals with thet sunions re te 
and he says this— e 


In the unions of modern growth the oa 
sees an organ that may be of use to the Roman 
Church. Most unionists have a strong desire 
to better their conditions, but are not trained 
to study whether the views adopted will in the 
end effect this object. The priest is better 
advised and more far-seeing, he instigates Aan. 
Roman workmen or agitators to secure ‘posi- if o. 
tions in these unions, and through them as 
presidents, secretaries, ‘office- bearers he becomes ie Malis 
the wire-puller behind the scene. - | sei) 





































I have been active in the industrial tife le 


that statement is news to me. 
uma 


by ie foie in Hea union. It is considered ey 
the bishop, and if it suits the Roman Church 
it is supported. The disguise here is “ human- 
ity,’ the love of the priest for the poor: 
which is as genuine as sg of she i wolf for. hae yin 
lamb, ‘i 






nal 


and, I nape pe ae 
that of the Australian Workers ‘Union, — 
as well as that of other labour organiza- 
tions, is taken to the bishop to be con 
sidered by him. I suppose that the write ; 
will tell us later on that the bishop - TO |). : 
nounces the decisions of the Australian 
Workers Union. This is the kind of thing 
that the party opposite filled the é 
of the country with, and won the elec-— 
tion with, because: they had no case of 
their own to submit to the electors, 
Senator DE LaRGir.—Why — pollute 
Hansard with rubbish of that sort? — 
Senator BARNES.—I am giving it; 
the honorable senator because his part 
Bere Oe for it. I want to shame 
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and his party, so that nothing of. this 
kind ghall happen again. 
Senator pe Larciz.—I deny the hon- 
- orable senator’s soft impeachment. 
Senator BARNES.—The pamphlet con- 
tinues— } 


‘In how many union officials are there now 


seen a predominance of Roman Catholic names, 


and in how many do groundless agitations 


occur? It is extraordinary that the unions 


t i : i Dace. l + provide voters for names known to be absent or 
ps eed i ty at an uepet ERG See por fictitious—and they scheme to prevent Protest- 


ra The Irish Roman Catholic is by nature glib 


é and shallow in speech, and for a time succeeds 


in impressing his co-unionists with his sincerity 
for their cause. His real and only object is 
- himself, and his priest, and it will be always 

seen that on the analysis of the position that 


vi these two stand to gain a little, whoever else 


_ may lose. He either gets publicity, or a well- 

- paid billet, and it is the fixed Jesuit principle 
never to have peace if possible, but always to 
keep things in a state of flux, so that they make 
continuous demands for advantages and privi- 
leges. 


That is more news to me— 


The One Big Union is confessedly aimed at 
upsetting the Government, and we may there- 


Sri fore be sure that the Roman priests are striv- 


_ ing craftily to get positions of prominence for 
their tools in the One Big Union. 


I was under the impression, from all I 


Before, he organizes and instructs his tools in _ hy? 
the police force—the force that carries out the 


detail of putting names on or off the electoral 
roll. 


to include all Romanists, to remove names if 
inquiry is unlikely, to put on fictitious names 
that can be recorded and used by Romanists. 
These police are trained to be treacherous. At 
elections, the priests send round, by the police 
and others, secret voting instructions—they 


ants from voting. 


I could produce in this chamber some- 
thing even more vile than that which was 
issued by the same organization, and dis- 
tributed over every garden gate in and 


“around the suburbs of Melbourne and in ~ 
These things 


every big town in Victoria. 
influenced the electors to a certain ex- 
tent. People who were desirous of doing 


the right thing were frightened by these 
statements, supported, as they were, by 


the utterances of the Prime Minister and 
by the daily press. People were afraid 
of what was going to happen in Aus- 
tralia if the Labour party, supported, as 
they were led to believe, by the Roman 
Catholic Church, was again returned to 


power. Honorable senators have listened 
had read on the subject in the to the vile things which it is suggested 
press of this country, that agitators that Roman Catholics in this country can 


brought from America, or some other 
part of the world, were responsible 
for all the talk about the One Big Union, 
and that their objective was not only to 
upset the present Government, but every 
other Government, and to have a kind 
of anarchical method of running this 
country that no one has very much time 
for. I find from this pamphlet, issued 
by the National party, who have the 
assistance of all the secret service, the 
Federal police, and every other agency 
possible to gather information, that it is 
not importations from other, countries 
that run the One Big Union, but that 
the Roman Catholic clergy of the coun- 
_ try are running the whole business. 
Senator Lyncnu.—That is a remarkable 
_ production. | : 
Senator BARNES.—It is like a good 


‘many more productions issued in support 


of the National party. The imprint 
upon it leads to no one. Those responsible 
for ib are not game to put their names 
. Let me tell honorable senators 
now what, it is said, the Roman Catholics 





do in connexion with elections in this 


re 


country. According to this pamphlet— 
ile 





‘In our electoral system, the Romanist priest 


__-busies himself both before and at the election. 
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be guilty of. No one believes them, but 
they served the purpose of the party op- 


posite, and won the election for them. I 
am hoping that the history of this coun- 


try will not be written on a foundation 
of that kind, but by the clean and honest 
people of Australia, who, 1 believe, will 
absolutely repudiate any party responsible 
for sending out stuff of this character. 


As a@ man who does not claim to be a 


saint, I say that the party that would 


be responsible for sending out that kind — 


of literature to influence honest electors 
is not worth an honest man’s while stop- 
ping to spit on them. 

Senator O’Krere.—The Prime Minis- 
ter talked’ of the ‘‘ unseen hand.’’ 


Senator BARNES —He was the noe 


gator of the whole thing. 


In addition to this, we had reams 
of matter published in the press of 
this country about Bolshevism and what 
was happening in Russia. 
connexion My own name was men- 
tioned two or three times. A year or two 
ago I spoke in Ballarat on the subject of 
the League of Nations, and incidentally 
referred to some of .the things that were 
happening in Russia. I said that in their 


oo 


The Romanist in the police are instructed = 
to omit leaving notices at Protestant houses, but 


In this. 
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fight for liberty the Russian people had 
my full sympathy, as every people fight- 
ing for liberty have always had. That 
was construed into a statement that I 
was standing behind the nationalization 
of women, and wanted the women of Aus- 
tralia to be nationalized. I have a wife 
and five daughters of my own, and I am 
hoping that this country is going to be a 
place fit for them to live in. I desire 
that they should be able to live their 
lives in this country as happily as I have 
lived my own, and may perpetuate the 
name properly - and honorably. The 
people who circulated that 
about me knew well that it was not true. 
The press knew that I did not stand for 
the nationalization of women, and that 
the working class of Russia did not stand 
for it. The press knew that the journal 
that first published that statement about 
the Russian people was at least clean and 
decent enough, when the truth was dis- 
covered as to the state of affairs in Russia, 
to publicly apologize to the Russian 
people for the foul aspersion cast upon 
them in saying that they stood for the 
nationalization of women. ‘The daily 
press of this country knew that well, and 
knew that the Russian people did not 
stand for it any more than Barnes did. 
But they used that against Barnes in the 
election, and said that he stood for the 
nationalization of women. I say on the 
floor of this chamber that I wish them 
no more harm than this, that I hope ‘to 
God that they will stand as strongly for 
the clean life of the women in this coun- 
try as Barnes does, and, if they do, not 
much harm will be done. 

Senator O’Kerrrz.—The daily press 
never repudiated the statement when 
they knew _it was withdrawn. 


Senator BARNES.—They have never - 


repudiated it yet. The daily press of 


this country, which is supposed to in-. 


fluence the morals and political opinions 
of the people, has not yet seen fit to 
_ apologize to the people of Russia for the 
statements to which it gave such- pub- 
licity, and in which there was not a pond 
of truth. 


Let us now consider the promises ade 
in the programme of the Government. 
Although ‘they are somewhat numerous I 


shall deal with three in particular. One 


was submitted in July, 1917, the other 
on 25th June, 1919, and the last on 25th 
f ¥ Pty 1920. ‘The first and second 


f ; 
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statement _— 


“rageous atrocities that were being > 



































have been ken. and it is t 

in the interests of Australia 4 *t. 
similar fate does not await the 
In 1917 the Government pron 
amend the Tariff, but nothing 
Another promise was made in Jur 
but again inactivity prevailed, alth 
the Government had nearly a year 
tween the date on which the ei 


promises of the hinaodable, eine 
from 1914 to 1917? . ¢ 


YT Bie ae ON ii 
Senator BARNES. They have all fh VR 
kept so far as I know, and if they hav 
not, perhaps it is because Senator | 
Largie and others Ba left ws De 


world, we are experiencing the, pe 7 
‘iaith* of war, and ape bir world ow 


eammot escape its combequerihes: i ig 
tralia was in it right up to her i 
in my personal opinion much mor 
than was warranted. At the outbre 
‘hostilities some adverse comments — 
made as to what the men of Austr 
were doing, and to some extent these r 
have been justified. I believe that - 
tralians were prepared to do all that - 
humanly possible, and subsequent ev 
have shown that they did. What 
the result? People, including hono 
senators on both sides, were going’ all 
Australia ‘asking the men of Austral 
enlist, and I believe many of 
honestly thought that they were 
the right thing. The Australian t 
were led to believe that Belgium 1 
the verge of being wiped off the 
of the earth, and our men went int 
sands to assist in suppressing t 


mitted in that country. I do not thi 
there was a single man in —r 
was not prepared ‘to endeavour i ie 
those wrongs. ri 
let us consider what Australia has 
We le lost a ever: 60 aie of 6 # 
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_ try we were asked to save, which has a 
_ population of 8,000,000—3,000,000 more 


be than that ‘of “ee Commonwealth—has lost 


only 20,000. 


Senator O’Loeurin. — Many. were 


i : ander German control, and could not join 


py thal armies. : 
/ Senator BARNES.—The: Australian 
people were gravely misled, but I am not 


we accusing any one of doing it wilfully, 


beeause I honestly believe. 
Riiseniecht they were. right. 


that. they 
In this, as in 


- connexion with all wars, we have been 


om) 


seriously misguided. There is. always 
some one behind the scene engineering 
such conflicts, and who do not care how 
many sons of ours are slaughtered or 
maimed. JI was hoping, as I am sure 
all other honorable senators Were, that 
the last conflict would end all wars, but 


~ Iam somewhat doubtful if that happy 


result will be achieved. Since the armis- 
tice was signed, fighting has been going 
on in different countries, people are still 
being slaughtered, and there appears to 
Ge no power to stop it. 

Senator Lyncn.—The slaughter would 
have been greater had the Allies been 
ae pated: 

Senator BARNES.—Very likely. On 
@ ai occasion, when spéaking of the 
Thea of Nations Treaty, and when 
contr Mictine the accusation that I was 
in favour of the nationalization of 
women, I stated that if that treaty was 
likely to be successful two things were 
essential, and they were that full fran- 


— chise’ should be given to all: adults, and 


that the people should be properly 
_ educated. 

Senator Lynon. —Why did not the 
Labour party stand up to their work? 

Senator BARNES aoe are standing 
up: to it now. 

Senator Lynon. Mati did you 
send a Labour representative to 


not 
the 


tho Washington Conference? 


mol 
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Senator BARNES.—That was merely 
aa fake. We do not walk into all 


- the traps you~ set for us,.and although 


you may ‘‘get’’ us on some occasions you 


aetna do so always. 

Senator DE LARGrIE. What about. the 
ition that was carried at the Trades 
Tal last. night? 

‘Senator BARNES.—I know that a re- 


vi feces was ered but. I am, not, worry- 
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k i le Peavete men, and Belgium, the coun- ing about that. I do not think it is 


worth while. It will take all the re- 


sources of this country and the tolerance. 


of our people to enable us to carry the 
burden. we have to bear. 

It is no use whining about our 
responsibilities, because we have to 
meet the bill, and to do this we 
must foster our industries and en- 
courage production. We cannot, how- 
ever, hope to do that unless we. are pre- 
pared to tax. the wealth of the. com- 
munity, and make the country. produce 
more. We do not desire men to work 


long hours or to reduce their remunera- 
tion. 


We have produced, and are still © 
producing millions of pounds worth of 
wool, wheat, and meat—three very essen- , 
At the present time 
We are sending wool to Great Britain or 
elsewhere for treatment. There was a 
time in. the history.of England when all 
the wool produced in that. country was 
sent to Flanders to be woven. into cloth. 
The statesmen of that time realized that 
it was a foolish policy, and said that as 
they were growing the wool they should 
manufacture it. into cloth. They 
did so, and instead of sending their 
product and their money out of 
the country they brought money in 
Experts were sent to Flanders, with 
the result that manufactories were estab- 
lished in Great Britain, and since that 
time all the wool has been treated at 
Home. Why cannot Australia do the 
same? An honorable senator says that 
they have the population. We would 
have the population if sufficient in- 


'ducements were offered. It is not neces- 


sary to advertise Australia in the papers 
of Ireland, ‘Scotland, or Wales, because 
the people there have friends in Aus- 
tralia who advise them of the conditions 
prevailing here. They also see Labour 
papers, that give them information 
that is nearer’ the truth than that 


contained in some other newspapers. 
Ié is unnecessary for them to de- 
pend on leading articles in such 


journals as the Argus to learn of the op- 
portunities there are in Australia. Those 
intending to emigrate to this country de- 
sire to know if they can get remunera- 


tive employment; and if that were avail- _ 
able, we could get suitable settlers from 


almost any part of the world. It is 


merely a question of offering a sufficient 


inducement. 
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Senator Praty.—What does the honor- 
able senator suggest ? | 

Senator BARNES.—Opening up all 
the avenues of employment. In the first 
place, I would suggest following the 
steps of Great Britain when she sent 
woollen experts to Flanders to make in- 
quiries into the woollen industry. Eng- 
land is manufacturing cloth, and dispos- 
ing of it in the markets of the world, and 
surely we can do the same. 

_ Senator pr Larorr.—It would be diffi- 
cult to get weavers in Australia to agree. 
to the hours worked in England. 

Senator BARNES. — I would be in 
favour of weavers in this country work- 
ing as little as possible, because I think 
history has demonstrated that a tremen- 
dous mistake has been made by asking 
men to work long hours. This is very 
clearly illustrated by the fact’ that when 
Kitchener’s first army was mobilized, 
quite 50 per cent. had to be discharged— 
not because they were not courageous, 
_. but because they were unfit to do a man’s 
work. We do not want low wages, long 
hours, and a condition of slumdum in 
this country. Great Britain has realized 
her mistakes, and is now making an effort 
to. improve the conditions of her working 
‘people. | 

Senator Lynou.——There is a vast dif-. 
ference between that and‘ the modern 
effort to abolish work altogether. 
Senator BARNES.—If we could do 
without work it would be better still; but 
that is not practicable. I do not 
find fault with work, because I think 
- that most people are better if they en- 
gage in some active and useful occupa-~ 
tion; but no one is better when driven to 
the limit of his capacity. 

Coming back to the promises which I 
hope the Government will keep. Irre- 
spective of the opinions that will be ex- 

_ pressed by the financial interests of Great 
_ Britain, it is our bounden duty to see that 
- woollen industries are established in this 
country, and that our raw materials are 
locally treated before being exported. 

_ Senator Lyncu.—American investors 
_ would bring millions of pounds into this 
- country if they were not. afraid of the 
labour conditions. Bry 

Senator BARNES.—They would not 
be afraid of the Australian labour con-: 
_ ditions if they knew the capacity of the 
pAustralian workmen.) ()) 0). 





producing more than those of other 


sirous of employment who has 
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- Senator Lyncx.—They ‘are 0 
Senator BARNES.—They know ~ 
the Australian workmen are ca 


9 
‘ 


co 


: pee tag 
tries, and are prepared to” comes 
tralia and invest their capital. 
I am asked why do not they 
start. There are many reasons. 
manufacturers of this count 
seeking protection under a 
Tariff, and the workmen alse 
protection. I trust the Government ~ 
be successful in their endeavour to est 
lish new industries as there are tre 
dous possibilities, particularly — 
woollen industry. Why should we 
porting the finished article ready 
placing im the tailors’ shops? There 
hundreds of thousands of useful eitiz 
in Great Britain who would be prepa 
to come to Australia, but they do my 
wish to land in this country and be com- 
pelled to carry a swag from door to door 
in search of work. I am strongly op- 
posed to an immigration policy that will 
result in flooding this country with men 
and women from abroad before our 
people are found employment. In Bal- 
larat the other day I was informed b an se 
official of the Returned Soldiers’ Associ 
tion that 400 men in that city are awa 
ing. work. They were drawing a sus 
ance allowance, but they do not want th 
A business man said to me the other da 
“TI have two young men working in 
office who were drawing a sustenan 
allowance. Although they are sm 
lads, they could not get anything to 
for months, and so I found employme 
for them. They are well worth what the 
are paid in the office, and it was pleasant 
to see how delighted they were to get ot 
the streets into some useful occupatior 
and be made independent of Governme: 
sustenance.’’ What applies to these lac 
applies to 99 per cent. of the other 


Why, then, az 
the Government active in getting 1 
settled before they agitate to bring peop. 
from other parts of the world? If wv 
could truthfully state that there 
one returned soldier in this ‘coun ; 
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- it, it would be the finest possible adver- 


eisonent to induce emigrants to come 


altogether different. 
__ big organization, it is my business to know 
what is doing in the labour markets of 


Lo 
Senator Lyncu. sitive are two. jobs 


_ waiting in the country for every man who 
_ goes there. 


Senator BARNES. —My experience is 
As president of a 


Australia, and to put men in touch with 


- work if I can. 
_ experience of our organization, is that the 


My experience, and the 


_ work is not there, and that thousands of 


“men are now out of employment in Aus- 


tralia, not because they desire to be, but 


because they cannot help it. 
bad condition of things in every way. 


to wheat, 


That is a 


Senator Buzacort.—There are a lot of 
returned soldiers waiting for employment. 

Senator BARNES.—That is my ex- 
perience also. 

What £ said about 
meat, leather, 


oak applies 
and. a‘ num- 


mper of other products which we send 


away from Australia to give work to 


_ people on the other side of the world. 


Instead of keeping the work, 


and the 
money, too, in our own country, we send 
it, all out of the country and cart the 
material twice across the sea, to use it 
finally’ ourselves. There is no sense in! 
that system, and it ought to be altered. 


We are told, on the authority of the 


a. Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes), that Ger- 


many is easily the most highly-organized 
industrial country. She organized her 


industries in a way that we possibly have 





‘not attempted to do in Austrdlia, by 


means of bounties and other things. There 
are Many ways in which we can do this, 
once’we settle in our minds that we are 
going to do it. 
establish these industries in this country, 


i irrespective of what is said by monied in- 


terests in other parts of the world. We 


must keep in mind all the time the 


motto, ‘‘ Australia first,’’ if we are to 


- make this country what it ought to be. 
If we do that we may expect effect to be 


given to some of the Government’s pro- 


‘mises. 


oi listened attentively to Senator Fair- 


 pairn’s remarks regarding arbitration, 
and congratulate him upon his very evi- 


dent earnestness and desire to find some 
means to avoid the industrial troubles 






that are continually recurring in this 
Bw: catty fecree that it is possible; but 
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We must first resolve to 
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it is only possible by getting earnest and 
honest men to deal with the problem. 

Senator Prarcre.—Hear, hear! 
both sides. 

Senator BARNES.—Yes, on both sides. 
We have an Arbitration Act,. and some 
one said this morning that arbitration 
had done a great deal more for the 
workers than Tatas had done. I am a 
strong advocate of arbitration, but I 
would point out that strikes brought 
about arbitration. 

Senator Srnior. — They forced the 
people to get something better. 

Senator BARNES.—Strikes forced the 
people to legislate for something that 
would obviate them if possible. I am also 
well aware that before we had arbitration 
we could not get conciliation. Senator 
Fairbairn, as a prominent member of the 
pastoral community, will remember the 
times I am speaking of. 1 have been 
interested in the pastoral industry, in 
perhaps a humbler way than the honor- 
able senator, for many years. I re- 
member that, before we had arbitration, 
my organization went time after time to 
the Pastoral Association, and requested 
them to meet us in conference. Time 
after time that request was point-blank 
refused. They would not meet us. 

Senator Farrparrn.—And now the 
boot is on the other foot. 

Senator BARNES.—That is not so. | 

Senator’ Farrpatrn.—You are the top 
dogs now. 

Senator BARNES.—But we never re- 
fuse to meet the pastoralists. J am con- 
tinually meeting their representative here 
to talk over various difficulties, and I am 
pleased to be able to say that we manage ° 
to settle them. When we cannot agree, the 
Registrar contrives to settle the trouble 
for us. That arrangement has been 
mutually satisfactory. In the early days, 
the other side simply said to us, in effect, 
“Get off the earth. How dare you ask 
us for an opportunity to talk over your 
troubles? Our troubles about your 
troubles! We are doing all right.” That 
was the spirit in which the Australian 
Workers Union were received, and it was. 
the experience of every organization in | 
this country before the Arbitration Act 
was passed. We forced on arbitration be- 


On | 


cause we were prepared to fight, and 


struck and struck again until we got it. 
An honorable senator interjects that we 


) 
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are still striking. I admit that we still 
strike, but that is only when it is neces- 
- gary and. unavoidable. The Government 
party say they are going to alter the 
Arbitration Act. They said the same in 
1917 and 1918, but they have not. done it 
yet. I hope they will. carry out. their 
promise and do something to make that 
magnificent piece of machinery more 
adaptable to the requirements. of the 
times. It is absurd for the daily press 
o say that agitators go. out and, foment 
strikes. Nothing is further from. the 
truth. I have. been connected with a 
number of strikes, and I assure the Sen- 
ate that I would sooner be there as one of 
the rank and file than as an officer at 
any time. 
oe Arbitration Act has many faults. 
Justice Higgins. has pointed out 
Sie directions in which it can. be 
amended in order to give _ better 
service to the people. Organiza- 
tions have also pointed. out many 
particulars in which the Act wants 
amending. The great trouble is. that, 
when organizations) state a case and file 
a claim before the Court, the Court work 
is so congested. that they have to wait 
a long time for a-hearing. In some cases 
it has been as long as. two years. We all 
know that during the war the cost. of 
living has been, going up by leaps and 
bounds, and no man ean be expected to 
work contentedly. at the same wage when 
he knows that it costs him 15s. to buy 
what cost him only 10s. two years ‘ago. 
Everybody knows that that is true, and 
it is time we altered it. We should at- 
tempt it now. Possibly, we are limited 
to a certain extant, by the Constitution, 
but we ought to find out where that limi- 
tation ends. We should test the matter 
again and again until we ascertain how 
far the Constitution does actually limit 
our arbitration power. a 
Senator Lyncu.—What about the 
gases where strikes have occurred almost 
on the heels of a fresh award? 
Senator BARNES.—Strikes — will 
~occur, as the honorable senator knows, 
but it is very rarely that a strike occurs 


unless there is some good reason behind: 


it, because, after all, our people are not 
all fit for the lunatic asylum. They are 
common-sense people, and. do not go on 


‘strike for fun. It should be the concern: 


of the Government, to remove the dis- 





abilities. which face’ the vorkene “After ; 
all, they are our people; they are the — 
people who create the wealth; and 
surely, therefore, they are the most 
important section of the community. 
They’ should be considered, and the de- — 
sires they express should at least con- 
cern the Government, if the Government. a 
intend to do what is best for the whole 
people.. If possible, the Government — 
should: amend the)Arbitration Act so that — 
it will not take longer to have a case 
heard in the Arbitration Court than 
it does. in a civil Court. In* seven 
days, or at the very outside in three 
months, one: can get into: Court’ with: any 
other kind of case in this country. “Why 2 
cannot the Arbitration Court be organized — ae 
in. the same way? Why should my 
organization have to wait for six months 
ora year for a hearing? Why should not © 
people be able to get before the Court fits 
within a reasonable time? Of course; cer- _- 
tain things have to be done when a claim 
is’ filed; because the other side must be re 
informed of what you are asking for, byt 
that should not take two years or Ae PY 
like it. More Judges should be appointed, — 

if necessary: I would not care if we had — 
fifty Judges receiving £2,000 a year oe 
each, if by that means we could. keep the 
industries of this country going, and give 
the industrial organizations confidence 
that they will get a square deal. 
Senator Fairbairn can wield a great eer 
of influence among the people with whom 
he is in touch regarding industrial affairs. 
He can impress on them that something 
is expected. from them also. They must 








know that eae must swallow some. cS 





ie them in any. way. ‘we are ‘not 
actuated by a mere whim. When we ap+ 
proach any section of the employers with » 
a demand, whatever they. think of it. they 
should spleen that it concerns us any 
how, if it does not concern them, and that 
the request has been honestly made and 
ought to be courteously met. I have been 
on. deputations down: here with my organ- 
ization, where those receiving the depu- ate 
tation annoyed one by their offensive 
manner so much that it: almost’ made one a 
want: to get up and “crack” them: od ee 
Senator Farrsarrn.—I_ do not t rine 317 


that has ‘Heen the case apa pa Oh yale me 
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PR aciintor BARNES. It happened not 


se Btciy long ago. It may not do much good 
_ to make the thing public, because I be- 


lieve that sometimes the soft word gets 


you a long way further than the angry 
one. 


The MeMatration Court is distasteful 


now to a very large section of the indus- 


trial organizations. 
recent seamen’s strike. 
- extent of the men’s case, and thought it 
a reasonable one. 


- Take the case of the 
I knew the full 


Evidently they im- 
pressed the Government with the reason- 


ableness of their claim in the end, be- 


settled the dispute. 
» do 80. 


cause the Government stepped “in and 
The Court could not 
These things are important, be- 
cause that struggle held up thousands of 


men who were not directly interested in 


it. When the coal supply of a country 
is stopped the wheels of thousands of, 


industries are stopped, and people who 
are not directly concerned in the strike 
are looking for something to eat. It is 


- a calamity when such a thing can occur, 


and if any Government, Labour or other- 
_ wise, can remove the cause it is doing © 
Lhope the 


good service to the people. 
Government will keep their promise by 


making the Arbitration Court so plastic 
and pliable to the service of, the people 
that it will gain the full respect of all 


the industrial organizations. 

Senator Prarcr.—How would you en- 
force awards? 

Senator BARNES.—I know that that 
is very difficult. There is machinery in 


_the Act to provide for certain penalties, 


but I do not remember any case where 


these, have been enforced. My organiza- 
tion, which embraces over one hundred 


thousand workers, is an arbitration union. 


a We stand for the awards of the Court, 


and have done so for a number of years. 
We have been able to work amicably for 
the people who employ our class. of 
labour. | 

-Senator Lyncu.— You have — 
strikes. ‘ae 

Senator BARNES.—Odd strikes can- 
not be avoided, but those which have oc- 
curred in the pastoral industry have not 


_so0me 


been of any great magnitude or import- 


en ANGE, : 
other people have kept them fairly well 
te also, and that big industry is_ being 








We have kept our awards, the 


earried on without any great trouble. - 


ae zi tg ee from 1 to 2.80 Rut 
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-with the employing class. 


Commission. 


Address-in-Reply. 


Senator BARNES.—When the sitting 
was suspended I was proceeding to show 
that whilst the organization of which I 
am a member stands for arbitration, and 
whilst its members have worked under 
Arbitration Court awards over a_ long 
series of years, it is an 
for that organization to get its trouble 
settled always by means of arbitration. 
That is why I desire to enlist the interest 
of Senator Fairbairn in this matter. I 
know that he is a gentleman who de- 
servedly weilds a great.deal of influence 
I wish, there- 
fore, to point out to him that there are 
a great many instances in which members 
of the Australian Workers Union are 
unable to get to the Arbitration Court. 

A day or two ago I called attention to 
a dispute that exists at the present time 
amongst the men engaged upon the 
Murray River waters scheme on the. Vic- 
torian side of that river. In reply the 


‘Minister representing the Minister for 


Home and Territories told us that— 


The State submits to the Murray River 
Waters Commission proposals and estimates of 
works. ‘These are subject to approval by the 
When the construction of works 
is authorized, the execution, including employ- 


ment and fixation of wages, is a matter for 


the State-constructing authorities. 


Now the Commonwealth is contributing 


_ towards the Murray River waters scheme 


the sum of £1,000,000, and New South 
Wales, Victoria, and South Australia are 
each contributing a similar sum. ‘The 
Chairman of that Commission is the re- 
presentative of the Commonwealth. The 
position ‘to-day is that the men who are 
engaged upon the Mitta works on the 
Albury side of the river are working under 
an award of the State Arbitration Court, 
and receiving 14s. 3d. per day, whilst 
the men who are employed upon the Vic- 
torian side of the river, and who cannot 
eet a Wages Board, or other industrial 
tribunal, io determine their claim, are 
being paid, only 12s. per day. J am as- 
sured that these works will be in pro- 
gress for about twenty years, and that, 
in course of time, they will employ ye 000 
or 8,000 men. 

Senator Gururme—That is the fault 
of the honorable senator’s association, 
which advised the electors to vote “ No 
upon the recent referendum proposals. 


Senator BARNES.—That association 


did nothing of the kind. Personally, I 
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am very sorry that the proposals were 
not carried, because we should then have 
been able to test the sincerity of the Go- 
vernment in regard to them. Owing to 
the conditions which I have outlined a 
strike is now in progress on the Murray 
River works—a strike in which some 300 
or 400 men are involved. It is impossible 
for any organization to induce its mem- 
bers to work for 2s, 3d. per day less than 
other men are receiving for doing pre- 
cisely similar work right alongside them. 
Yet the daily press has the temerity to 
tell us that we are the people who are 
engendering industrial strife. The State 
Government will not act in this matter, 
and consequently I appeal to Senator 
Fairbairn to bring his influence to bear 
with a view to securing a satisfactory 
settlement of this industrial dispute. I 
need scarcely remind honorable senators 
that thousands of our soldiers are return- 
ing to Australia, and that many of them 
are waiting for land upon which they can 
establish their homes, I understand that 
the Government intend to settle a large 
number of them along the waterways of 
the various States. It is important, 
therefore, that this scheme should be 
carried out promptly in order that the 
wealth of this country may be greatly 
increased. The Government have 
£1,000,000 invested in the Murray River 
waters scheme, and a great portion of 
their Repatriation policy hinges upon the 
expeditious carrying out of that under- 
taking. It would, therefore, be distinctly 
to their advantage to get the men who 
are now on strike back to their work 
without unnecessary delay. There are 
influences which can be brought to bear 
on the Government, and I hope that every 
honorable senator will do his best to bring 
about the result which I have indicated. 
We have heard a good deal of talk re- 
cently about the need for re-establishing 
the trade of the world. But there are 
some persons in the community who say, 
“ Notwithstanding our great desire to re- 
establish the old order of things, if the 
prosperity of the earth depends upon our 
trading with Germany, so far as we are 
concerned we cannot assent to it.” In a 
speech made by the Prime Minister 
which was reported in the Argus of the 
6th September last year, the right hon- 
orable gentleman said— sits | 
_ ° Germany stands to-day the best organized 
_ fation in the whole world for the commercial 
Kenator Barnes. 
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face of the earth—into a bottle, and to 
.engendered by it. 


nity from Germany. I do not think that 


the interests of our own people. I trust 
: ce a i a a 
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war that is to be. There are people here who 
Bpeak to me about trade relations with -Ger-— Pee 
many. Well, gentlemen, you must choose, If — a 
you want trade relations with Germany geb 






some one else. Be aaa Rey 
What sense is there in taking up sucha 
position at that? I have here cuttings 
from the daily press of Victoria, which 
show that, at the time the Prime Min- 
ister made this silly statement, England, __ 
America, France, and Switzerland had re- 
sumed trade relations with Germany. 
Senator Newranp.—America particu- 
larly. Rioena 1Y a 
Senator BARNES.—Yes. In Aus- ~ 
tralia we have large shipments of wheat Ng 
and wool awaiting transport to the mar- 
kets of the world. Yet the Prime Min- — 
ister wishes to put the 90,000,000 of 
people in Germany—who, according to 
him, are the best organized race on the 





























jaiab the cork down tightly, so as to keep 
them there. His attitude is a perfectly — 
ridiculous one. The war is over, and it 
is our business, as quickly as possible, to 
wipe out all the soreness that has been 
It is impossible to 
bottle up 90,000,000 of the most 
intelligent and highly-organized people — 
in the world. It is generally supposed 
that the Allies are going to get thousands 
of millions of pounds by way of indem- 





Australia will get any of it, and I am 
very doubtful whether it would do us any 
good if we did get it. Seeing that we 
have vast quantities of wheat, wool, meat, 
and other classes of merchandise awaiting hee 
transport to the other side of the world, 
we would be absolutely foolish if we cut 


sibly get. 
need of raw materi 


best buyer present. We must recognise 
that the 90,000,000 of German people 
naturally wish to see their country re- 
stored as soon as possible. By helping ae 
them to re-establish normal conditions 
there, we shall be doing something ink! 
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Dain, in fhe future, we shall hear fee of 
the stupid attitude towards Germany 


A which has been exhibited by the Prime 


Minister. — 

I regret what appears to be the 
_ defeat of Labour at the recent general 
election. I am sorry that I shall have to 
‘vacate my seat here, but I trust that my 
_ absence from the Chamber will be merely 
I hope that 
in the days to come, when the bitterness 
- which has been engendered by the recent 
“war has passed away, the 600,000 trade 
‘unionists of this country will be re- 
united, that they will wipe out the little 
"differences which have separated them in 
the political field, so that by * the 
time the next election comes round, 
their full strength may be exerted, 
of being dissipated by rea- 
son of divisions over comparative trifles. 
Tf those 600,C00 voters with their sons, 
brothers, wives, and sisters marched to-. 
_ gether to the ballot-box they would have 
very important influence upon the result 
of any future election, because they would 


iy -_Tepresent a very big percentage, if not a 


majority, of the 2,250,000 votes that 
are polled in this country. And $0 I say 
to my fellow-unionists outside, ‘‘ Never 
mind your internal ‘bickerings, the time 
is coming when it will be necessary, for 
the political salvation of this country, to 
remove all these pinpricks which are 
creating differences between you, and 
rally to fight for the bigger things that 
we all ex Australia to see.’ We 
hope, in the course of time, to have in 
Australia a population ten times greater 
than at present, and all properly catered 
_ for, in an industrial and political sense. 
And if we close up our ranks we shall be 
able again to show, as we were demon- 
ee before the war, that there is a 
ipa of this earth upon ‘which people can 
live together in happier and better: cir- 
cumstances than in any other part of the 
world. MI shall leave this Senate with 
_ some regret. I have been in politics for 
‘seven years. I came here with certain 
definite and clear principles, and I can 
say that I shall go out without sacrificing 
one of them. I have not gone back on 
any pledge given to my constituents or 
the organization of Labour, and I feel 
that I shall be able to say that whether 
I have accomplished much or little, at 
i least I have been true to the promises I 

2 “gave to my people. I know, however, 
ean mee, i ea not be out of the political 
irate ‘3 





contest altogether. It is not my nature 
to remain silent, and so, when I vacate 
my seat in this august-Chamber I shall 
take up my work outside. All my life L 
have been in the stress of the industrial 
and political world, and in future I shall 


,do my share of the work as I have done 


\ 


in the past. I hope that I shall do it as 
loyally and as earnestly as in the days 
before I came into this Chamber, and as 
honestly as I did while here; 

Senator FOLL (Queensland) [2.50].— 
T should not have spoken on the Address- 
in-Reply but for some remarks made by 
Senator Ferricks in relation to the finan- 
cial position in Queensland and the atti- 
tude taken up by members of the Nation- 
alist party during the recent election 
campaign. When Senator  Ferricks 
charges Government supporters with 
having vented their spleen upon Queens- 
land he is making a statement that is. 
absolutely wrong. Queensland occupied 
a prominent place in the election cam- 
paign, chiefly because of the financial con- 
dition of the State as the result of the 


administrative acts of the gentleman who 


is now the honorable member for West 
Sydney (Mr. Ryan). I think, therefore, 
that members of the Nationalist party 
were doing their duty to Australia when 
warning the people not to accept as a 
leader, and a possible Prime Minister, a 
man whose administration had brought 
Queensland into its present chaotic con- 
dition, and who was glad enough to get 
out. Senator Ferricks also made some 
reference to the increased wages. paid to 
Queensland Government employees, in- 
cluding those in the Railway Department. 
I admit that these increases were justi- 
fied, but I point out that the higher 
freights and fares charged more than 
covered the extra amount paid to em- 
ployees, and, in spite of this fact, last 
year’s operations showed a considerable 
deficit. 

Senator O’Locuiin.—But were not the 
employees sweated previously ? 

Senator FOLL.—I have admitted that 
the employees were entitled to the vari- 
ous increases paid to them. I would he 
the last to say that any public’ servant 
should be expected to work for wages not 
in keeping with the present high cost of 
living. But I point out that the railway 
deficit for 1918-19 was £1,421.328 as 
compared with the surplus of £48,651 in 
1914-15, when the previous Government 
relinquished control. 


’ 
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Senator O’Loguiin.—Can the honor- 
able senator point to any railway service 
in the Commonwealth that did. not show 
a deficit during the war period? 

Senator FOLL.—That does not enter 
into the discussion at all. 
services of the Commonwealth were. re- 
couped by the Defence Department for 
any extra expense as a result of the war! 

Senator O’LoeHiin.—But all 
States, and not Queensland alone; had a 
deficit. That is the point. 

Senator FOLL.—The honorable senator 
will have an opportunity of putting his 
views before the Senate if he wishes to 
do so. It is my purpose to remove any, 
misconception created in the minds of 
honorable senators by .Senator Ferricks’ 
remarks.’ The honorable senator also 
said that certain influential gentlemen in 
Queensland were getting into communica- 
tion with financial authorities in Great 
Britain with respect to the proposed State 
loan. I venture to say that these people 
are not alone in their condemnation of 
the Administration. The Auditor-Gene- 
ral, in hig report, states— 

There is now a world-wide demand for 
economy in respect to public expenditure, and, 
m view of the deficits of the past three years, 
together with the information ednveyed | by 
the figures in general, appearing in the report, 
it is obvious—if the financial stability of the 
State is to be maintained—that the ‘gravity 
of the present situation and the risk in regard 
to‘the future call for thoughtful reflection. 
While the railway receipts since the State 
Labour Government have been in, power 
have increased by 5.04, other receipts in- 
creased by 8.3 per cent., and taxation 
by 190.5 per cent. Notwithstanding this 
heavy increase in taxation, the Queens- 
land Government finished last year with 
a deficit. Yet Senator Ferricks has the 
temerity to say that Nationalist candi- 
dates had no right during the election 
campaign to bring the finances of Queens- 
land into the discussion at all. I am 
one of those who believe that Queensland 


is second to no State in the Common-- 


wealth. I believe’ that, with sane ad- 
ministration and if given a decent oppor- 
tunity, Queensland, from a productive 


point of view, will compare more than 


_ favorably with any other State. : 

Senator O’Locguiin.—But your own 
people have been running down Queens- 
land by disparaging the Labour Govern- 
ment, 

Senator FOLL.—We: did criticise the 
_ State Administration, and I think we 
struck the right note: when we warned 
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the people not to put into power in: the 
Commonwealth a Government of the 
type that we have endured in Queems- —_ 
land for the last five years." jays ae 


Senator O’LoguHuin.—Give us some ex- 
tracts from the Commonwealth Auditor- 
General’s report ,concerning the mis- 
management and extravagance of the 
Federal Government. eet dha 8 

Senator FOLL.—If the honorable sena- 
tor desires, he can do that in eee : 
speech on the Address-in-Reply.. 1 be- 
lieve that the people of Australia are to 
be congratulated for not having returned 
to power a Labour Government led by 
the gentleman who was Premier of 
Queensland during the period under re- 
view. : Dh fase 

-I should like now to deal with cer- 
tain matters in connexion with the Re- 
patriation. Department. In Queensland nS 
it is not the policy of the Government to 
part with the freehold, and so returned 
soldiers who desire to settle on the land 
there are at a distinct disadvantage as 
compared with returned soldiers settled 
on the land in other States, where land 
settlement is on the freehold basis. I do- 
not know what the constitutional position — 
is, but J was always under the impression ~ 
that there-should be no differentiation be- 
tween the States, and, as I have just 
pointed out, land settlement in Queens- 
land is on a different basis: The money 
for land settlement is provided by the —~ 
Commonwealth Government, but the ad- 
ministration is in the hands of the State 
authorities. I take it that it is possib o 
for the,Commonwealth to procure land 
in Queensland which might then be de- 
voted to the settlement of returned — 
soldiers on terms similar to those which 


can be taken advantage of by returned 
men in the other States. I ask the Go- 
vernment to see that a. close watch is 
kept upon the land thrown open in all 
the States for the settlement of returned — 
soldiers. .On. some of the soldier — 
settlements in Queensland the re 
turned men are doing well, and. will). 
doubtless become’ prosperous citizens, bes 4 
cause the land selected for them is good 
Jand. In other cases, and notably incon- 
nexion with the soldiers’ settlement onthe 
North Coast line, the land is: patchy in 
character, and, whilst a man on one farm 
is doing well, his neighbour may have ~ 
struck a bad patch, and is not doing well. — 
In vietv of the fact that the Common-- — 
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“providing ‘tile money for soldiers’ settle- 


ments, I urge the Government to keep a. 
 \eloser watch upon the quality of the land 


_ thrown open for returned soldiers. 
Another matter in connexion with re- 


Pe ieliation to which I should like to refer 


- is the assistance given to totally dis- 
_ abled men. JI have in mind the case of a 


returned man who has’an injured spine, 


(cand ‘whose handicap, because of his in- 


(> jury, is as great as that of a man who, 





ing of consideration. 
totally disabled men should be treated by , 
‘the Repatriation Department in the same 
way as are the totally blind. The case 


fellow 


unfortunately, may have returned totally. 
blind. I need not give the name of the 


returned soldier, but the particulars of 


the case show that it is a very deserving 


one, and I know of others equally deserv- 
I think that these 


to which I refer is a spinal case.. .The 
man is paralyzed, except for his shoulders 
and head, and there is no hope of ‘his 
recovery. His total allowance is £2° 9s. 


_ per week, plus 8s. 9d. from the patriotic 


fund; and, in addition, a daughter has 
recently begun. to earn £1 per week, mak- 
ing a total income from all sources of 
£3 17s..9d. Rent, railway, and life in- 
surance reduce this to £2 16s. 9d., out of 
which the mother, two girls, aged seven- 
teen and twelve, and a paralyzed baby of 
two-and-a-half years have to be ‘sup- 
ported. At present, the baby is in the 
Children’s Hospital, but is expected to be 
returned home soon. ‘The mother states 


_ that they managed to live on this amount 


until prices went up, but that now it is 
quite impossible to do-so. This man is 
at as ag a disadvantage as is the poor 

who unfortunately lost his sight 
in the war, and I-ask the Government 


to consider whether men totally disabled, 
_ from whatever cause due to the war, may 
' not be treated in the same way as are 
_ those who are totally blind. 


With regard to the position of theo- 
logical students who went to the war, I 


understand that the principle laid down 


by the Government is that, unless such 
students enlisted before they were twenty 


years of age, they are not eligible for the 
_ benefits of repatriation, and the Depart- 
ment will not provide them with the 
_ necessary funds to continue their educa- 
tion until they have been ordained to 
_ the ministry of the churches with which 
re te are connected. I have had brought 


[19 Marcu, 1920.] 


Address-in-Reply. 615 


before me the case of a returned soldier 


who is a theological student, and 
whose application for assistance for 
his college course wag rejected, on 


the ground that he did not enlist 
until after he was twenty years of 
age. In this case, the reason why the 
young man did not enlist before he was 
twenty years of age was that, before he 
reached that age, he had not reached the 
height required for enlistment He was 
then only 5 ft. 4 in. in height.. The Min- 
ister for Defence (Senator Pearce) is 
aware that, when recruiting began to fall 
off, the standard of height was reduced, 
and this young man was then enabled to 
enlist, and did so. ‘Because he did not 
enlist before the age. specified by the 
Repatriation regulation, he is refused as- 
sistance by the Department to continue 
his theological studies. The State 
Board of Queensland expressed sympathy 
for this young man, but pointed out that 
they had emphatic instructions from Mel- 
bourne that no college student who did 
not enlist before he was twenty years of 
age was eligible for the assistance asked 
for. This case was brought before the 
Repatriation Committee by the Rev. 
Canon Garland, a gentleman who has 
taken a very great interest in returned 
soldiers “in Queensland, and he was 
informed that no deviation from the 
regulation could be considered in this 
case. 1 think that such cases might 
receive more sympathetic consideration. 
In the Governor-General’s Opening 
Speech there is a reference to the inten- 
tion to make certain amendments in the 
Repatriation Act, and I hope that. this 
matter will not be-overlooked when the 
amendment of the measure is under 
consideration. 

Another matter deserving attention is 
the fact that returned men making appli- 
cations before the State Boards feel that 
sometimes. their Yequests are turned 
down, because, through illiteracy, or be- 
cause they may be suffering from results 
of their war service, they are unable to 
state their own case as effectively as it 
might be stated. It is suggested that such 
men should be given permission to ap- 
point some one to appear for them in 
support of their applications, and I com- 
mend that suggestion to the favorable 
consideration of ‘the “Minister for Re- © 
patriation (Senator Millen). 
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I am very pleased to see that at last 


the’ Commonwealth Government have 
| taken some action to stimulate cotton 
growing in Queensland. An American 


Commission that recently visited the State: 


has reported that there are parts of it 
that are admirably suited for cotton 
growing. Perhaps the most important 
statement in their report is that the old 
idea that cotton growing is a_ black 
labour industry is quite exploded. I be- 
lieve that in America to-day the most 
satisfactory results have been obtained 
from cotton growing carried out entirely 
by white labour. 

Senator Rowriu.—It is the gathering, 
and not the growing of the cotton that 
is the trouble. 

Senator FOLL.—The Ai y oa Com- 

' mission to which I refer state conclusively 
that the whole business from planting to 
harvesting is a white labour industry. 
In view of the world’s shortage of cotton, 
and the prices which, as the result of 
our being in the hands of unscrupulous 

English combines, we are called upon to 
pay for cotton, it is the duty of the Go- 
vernment to encourage its production in 
Australia in every possible way. The 
United States of America produces from 


12,000,000 to 14,000,000 bales of cotton’ 


of 500 lbs. each every year. About 
12,000,000 of people are engaged in pro- 
ducing and handling the crop. England 
imports cotton fibre to the value of from 
! £70, 000,000 to £100,000,000 every year 
in normal times, and, in ‘addition, cotton 
seed and oil in huge ‘quantities. 
Senator Rowrtu.—From America or 
from Egypt? 
Senator FOLL.—I cannot say. »I give 
the total importations of Great Britain 
from other countries to show that there 
is a tremendous market for cotton, and 
I hope that the Government, through the 
Bureau of Science and Industry, will give 
every assistance to the proposal to open 
up land suitable for the production- of 
eotton in Queensland. The Minister for 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) has 
announced that the Government intend 
to fix the price of cotton, and there is no 
_ reason why the cotton industry should not 
be in a flourishing position im Australia 
in the near future. 
Jt has been said that the Governor- 
General’s Opening Speech is brief, and 
I am pleased that it is so. I take it 
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of new directions, but rather to 
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to be an Ts ah that a, Go | 
do not intend to launch out in a 


in a few years of careful administratio: 
It will be admitted that our ae nee 
very careful nursing indeed.» If the 
brevity of the Speech is an indicate that 
the Government intend to carefully con- | 
serve the finances of the country, as 
believe they will, their return by an over- % 
whelming majority at the recent election 
will be justified. This is not a time Pg 
extravagant expenditure in new — direc- ne 
tions. a believe that the people in ten. 

cording a vote for sane, national, demo- 
cratic government, as against "revol a 
tionary Socialism, will not have cause to — 
regret the step. which they took OR) 4 last. 
polling day. 


Senator O'KEEFE (‘Tasmanian Pp. 42]. ih 
—In view of the fact that the electors ‘oe 
Tasmania, or at least a majority of 
those who recorded valid votes ab the 
last election, were not satisfied with the 
policy which Toand those associated with 
me put before them, I shall not under- 
take a criticism of the policy of the Go- | 
vernment as set out in the ‘Opening i 
Speech. I think, however, that it is 
only right that I should plage on record 
in the official pages of Hansard, which is 
the only publication likely .to contain such 
information, a few facts concerning the 
peculiar ~working of the present Electoral 
Act in connexion with counting, 3 : 
counting, and adjustment of preferential 
votes at the last election. As there it 


inequalities and absurdities of ties exist- — 
ing law, I propose to put in evidence, n 
my own opinion of the Act, but tha 
two journals published in Tasmania: that 
are consistent supporters of the Mini 
and their policy, and consistent opponents: 
of myself and the party to which I belo: 
I shall make my first quotation o 
brief extract from a leading article. ~pub-_ 
lished in the Hobart Mercury, w whi 
Ministers are well aware is a stro1 g; 
opponent of my policy, and an, equall. 
strong supporter of theirs. On the 5 
danuary, when the actual results of t 
polling in the Senate elections in_ Tas 
manian were made known, the ee by 


ment in a RUE PETA oh : ae : 


It is natural that. supporters ‘iony 
everywhere in the Commonwealth 





Wid 
a 


" 
fA 
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be feeling very sore over the working 
of the system of voting, which in the 
present election has almost wiped them out, 
- and in our own State has compietely done so. 
Nor do we think the disgust is confined to mem- 
bers of the Labour party. Personally, we in- 
'. dorse the local designation of the result of the 
' election for the Senate as “The Senate 
_ scandal.”’ 

_ The Labour party had been issuing 
_ articles in relation to the system of 
_ voting adopted, headed ‘‘ The Senate 
ae Scandal ’’— . 

_ And probably many members of the Nation- 
alist party take the same view. It would be 
- an unpleasant task, of course, to have to answer 
_ the question of which Nationalist senators- 

elect we would leave out in order to make 

room for Labour representation; nevertheless, 
there is a very considerable anomaly in the 

_ faet that the man who actually received the 
highest number of No. I votes in the whole 

poll, and who, therefore, under the old system 

- of polling, would have come out at the top 

of the poll as the first of ten candidates, should 

_ fail to get a seat. Still more anomalous is 

the fact that when Labour candidates received 

the votes of 24,190 electors to the Nationalist 
$5,162, Labour should not secure a single re- 
presentative, whilst Nationalism gets four. 
This is a result neither just nor wholesome. 
No honest man can support it for a moment. 
As it is mathematically due to the system, 
under which a single strong man in a party 
carried in all the other candidates of his side, 
no matter what the worth of the other side if 

_ the total vote is inferior, the sooner the system 

_ 148 changed for one less unjust and more propor- 
tional, the better for the morale and the repu- 
tation of Australia. ni 


That is the opinion of a newspaper sup- 
porting the principle of proportional as 
against preferential voting. In the same 
issue, in another leaderette, the following 


appears :— 


The request made by Senator O’Keefe to the | 


Chief Electoral Officer for Tasmania that he 

be permitted to make a personal scrutiny of the 

_ Senate ballot-papers which were rejected as in- 
_ valid, is, on the face of it, not unreasonable. 
f _ Senator O’Keefe does not suggest that there 
has been either neglect, misunderstanding, or 
_ frand on the part of any of the officials en- 
gaged in the count. If he had even hinted at 
such charges, the only possible course would be 
_ to recommend ‘him to enter a petition in the 
regular way, which would be considered by the 
_ Court of Disputed Returns. But, if we rightly 
understand Senator O’Keefe, he desires to have 
_ this information, and to make it public, in order 
_. to show exactly what number of electors may 
_ be presumed to have desired to oe either tor 
_ the Nationalist or the Labour candidate. The 
Chief Electoral Officer has, it appears, no power 
| to comply with the request, which, however, 
he is sending on to the head office in Mel- 
bourne. If the supposition is correct, the de- 
- duction may follow that the intelligence of 






Heese Labour supporters is of a lower average than | 
a, : by ih 2 r , byt ; 





he 
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that of Nationalist supporters, But the Con- 
stitution, in giving this right to vote, does not 
take count of intelligence. Provided a person 
has feached the age of twenty-one, and com- 
plied with certain simple requirements, he has 
the right to be enrolled as an elector, and to 
vote for the election of members of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives. In our 
opinion, Senator O’Keefe would be acting with 
better discretion if, instead, of trying to puzzle 
out from invalid papers how many people were 
unable to vote as they wished, he took up the 
larger question, irrespective of party, of en- 
deavouring to reduce the probability of in- 
formality. 


That is exactly what I did in the last 
hours of last session when the: Electoral 
Bill was before the Senate. I moved a 
number of amendments designed to de- 
crease instead of increase the number of 
invalid votes. The article continues— 


A scrutiny of informal ballot-papers will not 
by any means reveal the number of persons who 
voted in some way different from their inten- 
tions, nor in the proportion of such belonging 
to each political party. The fact is that the 
Senate ballot-paper, with the necessity of mark- 
ing preference for not less than nine candi- 
dates, was a severe trial to many people of high 
intelligence, and even to those who knew exartiy 
what they wished to do. It is reasonably cer- 
tain that a good many people made mistakes, 
without making their papers informal, and it 1s 
a fact that a considerable number solved the 
problem by marking their preferences straight 
down in the order in which the names appeared. 
We do not believe that these mistakes affected 


‘the result of the election; but, had the numbers » 


been closer, it might have had very serious 
effects. It is certainly desirable, and even 
necessary, to have a system of preferential 
voting, in order to meet the difficulty of candi- 
dates on the same side splitting the vote, and 
allowing a minority representation. | But the 
system now in force appears to us to be far too 
rigid, and tends to take away from a certain 
number of people the right to vote which the 
Constitution allows. It will be admitted that 
there are obvious difficulties in the way of 
giving any considerable discretion to electoral 


officers, and that the Electoral Act and its 


regulations must be precise in their terms. 
But these might be so framed and worded as 
to provide that when an elector so marks a 
ballot-paper as to leave no possible doubt of 
his intention, that vote should be allowed. — 
For example, at the last Senate election, if a 
paper was marked 1, 2, and 3 for Senators 
O’Keefe and Guy and Mr. Woods respectively, 
and went no further, that paper would be 
informal. And yet there could be no possible 
doubt that the elector desired that the three 
vacancies which will occur on 30th June next 
should be filled by those three candidates. ‘The 
probability is that such an elector, desiring to 
be represented by Labour candidates, did not 
care in the least which of the other candidates 
was elected if his own three failed. The same 
thing precisely might have happened with 
many Nationalists, who, having voted for their 
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own chosen candidates, considered 'they had done 
enough. It is true that the method ‘of voting 
was explained; but some people’ were still 
ignorant ‘of it, and made mistakes, for which 
they paid by losing their ‘votes. Considering 


that the party system exists, and is frankly - 


recognised, it seems ‘to us absurd to compel 
electors to mark preferences right through. 
The simpler the method, the more likely is an 
election to result in «giving effect to the ‘will of 
the electors, and ‘when an elector has made it 
quite clear what are his wishes, that vote 
should be counted as valid. 


So much for the opinion of that news- 
paper, which is one of the strongest sup- 
porters in Australia of the Government, 
and one which ‘is, naturally, opposed to 
the Labour party. 


Senator GUTHRIE.—By whom was it 


written ? 


Senator O’KEEFE.—The editor or 
leader writer of the Hobart Mercury, I 
presume. 


Senator Gururie.—tIs his opinion of 
more importance than that of the Parlia- 
- ment? 


Senator O’KEEFE.—What a ridiculous 
interjection. It seems that one is not al- 
lowed to quote the opinions of leading 
authorities in one’s own State. Surely 
IT am justified in submitting opinions ex- 
pressed in the leading articles of the 
‘papers published in the State I represent 
just as other honorable senators are in 
quoting leading articles from the news- 
papers in the States they represent. 
Senator Earle knows that the journal 
from which J have quoted is an important 
factor in influencing the minds of the elec- 
tors, and it did so at the recent election. 
We cannot get away from the fact that 
newspapers very largely influence the elec- 
tors on the eve of an election through 
the medium of their leading articles, and 
when an important journal such as the 
Hobart Mercury directs attention to what 
it considers to be a fault in our electoral 
system, surely I am justified in quoting 
it, 

Perhaps the figures I am about to 
give will be of interest to Senator 
Guthrie, and will show that an amend- 
ment in the Electoral Act is necessary. | I 
am speaking as a defeated candidate, and, 

to that extent, may be handicapped, but 
' I am sure a majority of the people. of 
Australia, irrespective of parties, came to 
the conclusion when the final results 
were announced that the Act was faulty, 
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particularly as regards the mated ae. i 
counting and apportioning the votes. I A 
honestly believe that the Act should be 
repealed ‘and ‘some ‘more ‘satisfactory = 
measure drafted, to allow the electors to 
express their opinions more freely. We 
have to bow to a majority of the electors 
when they express their opinions in@ 
valid way. I am sure Ministers will 
see the force of the figures I intend 
quoting from the World, a paper support- iy 
ing the Labour party, but they are the 
same as those published in other papers. 
Senator Mulcahy was elected by 33,172 * 
votes for a term of approximately six 
months, and Mr Payne, who secured 
30,277 ‘votes, has been elected for a ~~ 
period of six years, although Senator 
Mulcahy received the greater number. Wins 


Senator Forr.—Is not that matter sub a 
qudice? 


Senator O’KEEFE.—yYes: 


Senator Gururize.—lt Should not be re- 
ferred to now. ah 


Senator O’ KEEFE. car do not caine 
for one moment that any honorable sena- 
tor can conscientiously argue in that 
direction. This is the place where the 
Act was framed, and where any criticism 
concerning it should be made. I do not 
think it matters whether the question is 
sub judice or not, as I am sure the Judge 
who hears the case before the Court of — 
Disputed Returns will not ‘take the 
slightest notice of any opinion expressed — 
in this Senate.. I have every right to ex- — 
press my opinions, and, through the 
medium of Hansard, to bring them clearly 
before the people of Australia. ‘The fact 
stands there in all its nakedness that. BA 
man uv ‘received ber bf 277 votes” as 






































only pee the 30th i) une next. 


Senator PEAKCE The noontnia sena- 
tor must remember that there were four 
separate counts. — . aie 


Senator O’KEEFE.—Of course ‘Ghee 
were, and because the system compels 
four separate counts to be made ‘it is im- 
perative for me to make these remarks. 
Every single vote which was — properly 
counted in favour of Senator Mulcahy 
should have been recorded in his favour 
on every other count. It stands to rea- 
son that, so far as preference went, ‘those Hone 


My ui 


electors ‘who recorded their votes to ‘the i is 
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extent of 33,172 for the six months’ seat 
_ would also have recorded their votes in 
- his favour when the count was oe for 
cf oa other seat. j 


Senator Prarce. —The exclusions are 


( not the same. 


. 


Senator O'KEEFE .—That is the ab- 


_ eurdity of the Act, and, no matter what 
- mathematical system may be followed, it 
" _¢annot be shown why a man receiving 


83,172 votes should be defeated by a 


De idnia receiving only 30,277 votes. 
No student of the electoral systems of 
the world, or any one else, would be 
_ prepared fis say that such a system should 


stand.. I believe that before the next elec- 


tion public opinion in this matter will 


be so strong that the Government will be 
compelled to amend the Act. Accord- 
ing to the figures published in the World, 


' the final count showed that Millen, wha 


was declared elected, received 33,247 
votes, and O’Keefe was the runner-up 
with 26,105 votes. For the second seat, 
Foster secured 33,173, and O’Keefe was 
runner-up with 26,179. For the third 


seat, Payne-received 30,277, and O’Keefe 


was the runner-up with 29,075. Here is 
an anomaly which will take some expla- 
nation. In one count. O’ Keefe is credited 
‘with 26,105 votes, and he is defeated. 
In the next count for the second seat 


O’Keefe receives 26,179 votes, and, 


_ although he has gained, he is again de- 


feated. In the voting for the third seat, 
Payne recelves 30,277 votes, and O’ Keefe 
2e3010;; - Ete is: a remarkable system of 
counting votes which allows O’Keefe to 
_ go up in the count for the third seat from 
27,000 to 29,000, or only 1,200 votes. be- 
hind Payne, while for the fourth seat 
- Muleahy is declared the winner with 
33,000 votes, and O’Keefe drops back to 
26,250. When the Bill was 
through the Senate, every honorable sena- 
i tor thought. that in the distribution, re- 


es adjustment, -or allotment of the prefer- 
ences the same results would be obtained 


% 






all the time, and that the same prefer- 


- ences would be counted for every candi- 
date all the time, and every time, until 
that candidate obtained an sabsolute ma- 
Sa Sy 


Senator Bettis —They never thought 


se ha, same ballot-papers would be counted 
ae all the time. 
Oat eae. case, an excluded candidate would be 


How could they, when, in 
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at the bottom of the list, and in the next — 
case at the ‘top? 


Senator O’KEEFE. — No candidate 
was actually excluded. He was only laid 
aside for the time being, and brought 
back into the count again. It is also a 
remarkable system which allows a man. 
with 33,000 votes to be declared defeated 
by a man with 30,000 votes. .The Laun- 
ceston Hxaminer, also a consistent sup- 
porter of the Government, and a paper 
which was very pleased to see the Labour 
party wiped out, published the following 
remarks about the working of the Act and 
the necessity for its amendment:— ~ 


Nationalists recognise that the system is 
unfair, and that it reflects discredit on the 
Federal Parliament which enacted it. Pos- 
sessing a majority of the votes, Nationalists: 
were entitled to majority representation, but 
the minority were also entitled to their share. 
Mr; O’Keefe polled a little over 29,000 votes 
on the count which resulted in Senator Payne’s 
election, yet this large body of electors, almost 
one-half of the whole, is totally unrepresented 
in the: Federal Parliament. If the vote in the 
other States is equally solid on party lines, 
then Labour will not have a single representa- 
tive in the Senate.. A system which produces 
such a result is an insult ‘to the inflligenc of 
the community. It is absolutely indefensible, 
and although it was enacted by a Nationalist 
Government, we are by no means proud of the 
victory obtained by such questionable means. 
Both parties have had an opportunity of intro- 
ducing a fairer system, hence both must share 
the odium which attaches to it, and the aim 
should be to wipe out a system which offends 
the public sense of fair play, and introduce pro- 
portional representation at the earliest moment. 


The paper which supported the Labour 
party and the two chief newspaper sup- 
porters of the Government were, and are 
still, unanimous in condemning the pecu- 
liar system of counting the votes which 
had that remarkable effect. I could quote 
further articles from the Mercury to show 
that compelling the electors to vote for 
double the number of vacancies, plus one, 
made a large increase in the invalid votés 
absolutely certain. It is shown that not 
only poorly educated and totally unedu- 
cated people spoilt their ballot-papers be- 
cause of that, but that a large number of 
educated and intelligent people also did 
so. I wish to put these things on record 
in Hansard, because I believe the time 
will come, between this and the next elee- 
tion, when a system of voting, and par- 
ticularly of counting votes, will be de- 
vised that will allow people to express 


rs 
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- good, 
will not be invalid. Public opinion will 


force on that alteration if the Govern-_ 


ment do not see fit: to. amend the Act 
themselves. } 

- I shall take further steps to obtain ac- 
‘cess to the invalid votes. In view of the 

- fact that about 10 per cent. of the whole 


not be compelled to tender a 


of the electors of Australia who went to. 


the ballot-box rendered their votes in- 
valid, it is only fair that we should try 
to Hiscover the: reasons thas made them 
spoil their ballot-papers. There has 


never yet been a Federal election, and 


certainly never a State election, in Tas- 
mania where the proportion of invalid 
votes has been anything like so large. 
The large increase was entirely due to 

the system of voting which compelled 


: electors to vote for double the number of 


vacancies, plus one. I could quote figures 
for several State elections to show that 
where from 70,000 to 80,000 electors 
voted under the ‘ficure system, the infor- 
mal votes were between 2,000 and 3,000; 
whereas on this occasion, when only about 
60,000 persons went to the poll, over 
6,000 spoilt their ballot-papers. Thus 


Nis 


there were double the number of invalid; 


votes, with 25 per cent. fewer people vot- 
ing, as compared with the State elections 
in May last, when every ballot-paner in 
practically all the five divisions carried 
as many names as the Senate ballot- 
papers, did. Thev had ta be marked by 
figures; but the ‘vital difference is that 
under the State law an elector is com- 
 pelled to vote for only half the number 
of vacancies. When people vote for the 
number of candidates necessary to fill the 
vacancies, nine out of ten of them feel 
that they have done enough. If you com- 
pel them to go on and vote for double 


the number and one over, you necessarily 


- increase the number of invalid votes. The 
' Chief Electoral Officer for Australia, and 
- the Chief Electoral. Officer for my own 
_ State, tell me that the first and greatest 


‘cause of invalidity was that the electors 


were compelled to mark so many candi- 
dates. That system must be altered. If 
_ Parliament prefers preferential voting to 
_ proportional representation, very well. 
If it is the will of both Houses that the 
party which obtains only one more than 





the whole of the representation, well and 
hs ‘Senator Heth. v4 : 







half the number of votes cast shall secure 


My 


plain; but 1 have every reason 1 


-votes, and therefore compels — 


people, there is a proper and str gh 


certain persons shall have votes for th 


that before the next election th 
ment will see their way clear | 
down these necessary, amendmen of 


1 The following paper ial pre 


















































If a Ae is in : 
ferential voting, and wants tc 
the block system, it is not for m 


that so large a number of elect 


valid. 


Senator Muirzen. ee 
anybody te commit an ier arity 


when ae four are a be ae ant 
in itself doubles the number o: 








against their will, to render th ty 
invalid. There is no compulsor 
ae and the fact that the peop 
to the poll shows that they want to recor 
their votes intelligently. So long s the 


Ne aa 


stood. If Parliament wants to tal 
franchise away from poorly. ed 


ward course to adopt. That is 
ing the Electoral Act to provide tha 


Federal’ Parliament. ‘But so long as t 
Act gives every free man and womar 
over twenty-one the vote, it is the d 
the Government and Parliament 


sible, and not, aS in Houuaver las 
in a system which makes. it doubly di 
eult to record an intelligent vote. I h 


Electoral Act. 


Debate (on motion by. Senator ENIO OR 
adjourned. ! 
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‘hse itr Siaiere (Hon, W. EHiot Johnson) 
be took the chair at 12 o'clock noon, and 
read prayers, 


~ -Norweeray SHIP CONCORDIA. 
MeN CONSIDINE asked the Prime 


Ke ‘Minister, upon notice— 

1, Whether he will inform the House as to 
' the reasons for the continued detention by the 
_~ Defence authorities of members of the crew of 

| pthe Norwegian ship Concordia who were sen- 
tenced to three months’ imprisonment and 

_ ordered to be deported from the Commonwealth 

‘i on the expiration of the sentence? 

2. Is it the practice of the Administration to 
keep men in gaol indefinitely after their term 
of imprisonment has expired? 

3. Why was one membér of the crew, a citi- 





+s 


zen of the United States, released, and ‘allowed ° 


to ship on the s.s. Circinus as’a fireman oiler 
' while his comrades remained in mary cus- 
peas 
Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
Me piovable member’s questions are as fol- 
bal AOWwe— : 
‘ Me “1. No members of the crew of the Guphorite 
are in detention, but thrée are illegally at large 
in the Commonwealth, and when found they 
ert Wale be deported. 
BRE. Saree INO. 
3. All deserting seamen are released from 


detention as soon as a position is available, 


and every assistance is given to ae them a 
‘e ane: 


SUPPLY BILL (No, “ 1919-20. 
Assent reported. 


ae WAR GRATUITY BILL. _ 

uy wIn Cornmitices (Consideration of Go- 

 vernor-General’s. message) : 

- Motion (by Mr. Hucuzs) proposed— 
That it is expedient that an appropriation 

‘of revenue and moneys be made for the pur- 


- poses of a Bill for an Act relating to the Cate 
yh ‘ie ment of ee war gratuity. 
















Mr. Dio, —We are Ait’ anxious to see 


; _ man, whether by. passing the motion we 
shall curtail any right we may have in 
-¢onnexion with the amendment of the 
-measure. For instance, will the passing 
of the motion prevent us from moving 
that all or a- portion of the eae 4 be 
made available ‘in cash? © ; 


es Bill, but I wish to know, Mr. Chair- 


Mr. Hveues.—Unless your rights 
are miraculous in their nature, no amend- 
ment which you can move will enable the 
gratuity to be paid in cash, i we 
have not the money. 


Mr. Tupor—That is not the point. I 
wish to know whether, if we pass the mo- 


- tion now before the Committee, we shall 


be prevented when discussing the Bill 
from moving such an amendment. Ona 
previous occasion, I desired to move an’ 
amendment in a Pensions Bill relating 
to blind persons. I think the honorable .~ 
member for Denison (Mr. La‘rd Smith) 
was associated with me in the matter. We 
were told that we could not take the ac- 
tion that we desired to take, beeause we. 
had g'ven effect to the Governor-General’s 
message. 


Mr. Hueurs.—Can any but a Minister 
move. to increase expenditure? 


Mr. Tupor.—I am aware that no private 
member can do that, but the amendments 
I have in view relate to the methods of 
paying the gratuity. Shall we be pre- | 
vented from moving such amendments? 


The CHAIRMAN.—No,. The motion 
is merely one for the appropriation of a 
specific sum. e 
Question resolved in the affirmative: 
Resolution reported. 
- Motion (by Mr. Huenrs) proposed— 
That the Standing Orders be suspended to 


enable the remaining stages to be passed with- 
out delay. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12.7]—As the 
Prime Minister knows, I and the mem- 
bers on this side are willing that he shall 
introduce the War Gratuity Bill to-day, 
and make his second\reading speech upon 
it, so that we may have ah opportunity 
to study its provisions, but I object to 
the moving so early in the session of a 
motion for the suspension of the Standing 
Orders. Were the Minister for the Navy 
(Sir Joseph Cook) in. opposition, he 
would object still more strongly. We re- 
member what his attitude was in the first 
Parliament. In that Parliament such a 
motion as this was not moved until the 
last month of, the session. 
heard-of practice to move it on practic- 
ally the first day of the session. 

Mr. Hucurs.—We have been here a 
month now. Do you not think it is time 
that we did leat 


It is an un-' * 


“i bers. | 
- ness.” 


‘i after 11. o’clock. 


_War Graney ) 


ee ‘TUDOR. we ae Nina Ain ister 


uke the stand that the Government, hav- 
ing a majority, will stifle discussion, and 
force everything through, as it has done 


in the past, well and eood; but I object to 
this interference with the rights of mem- 
I have’no desire to hold up busi- 
Had I wished to do that, the Prime 
Minister would not have got the Sugar 
Agreement last night. It was brought on 


Mr. Huenus.—The honorable member 


did not dare to vote against it. 


| hold up business, 


“Mr. TUDOR.—I did not vote against 
it, and we on this side have no wish to. 
but we have rights 
which ought not to be curtailed, and 
therefore I shall vote against this motion 
for the suspension of the Standing Or- 
Hor ‘i 

Mr. JAMES PAGE (NMoxanan [12.9]. 
—I would remind honorable members, 
generally that we possess certain privi- 
legés, ) / 

‘Mr. Tupdor.—No. 

Mr. JAMES PAGE.—They are very 
few, but while the Speaker is in the chair 
we have privileges, and I appeal to mem- 


‘bers opposite not to whittle them away, 


particularly so early in the session. 
Mr. McDonarp.—The suspension of 


ie Standing Orders that has been moved 


applies only to the War Gratuity Bill. 

_ Mr. JAMES PAGE.—That does not 
matter. If we cannot find the time to 
discuss a Bill providing for an expendi- 


ture, of about £30,000,000, surely we are 


not ‘deserving of occupying seats in the 


- House? There is no necessity to rush 
‘ihe Bill. , 
Mr. Burconers.—But how. Mai the 


Prime Minister make his second-reading 


Se speech to-day if this motion is not agreed 


to? 


wets mas 





to do. 


“Mr. JAMES, PAGE —Then there is. 
ree “nothing rua to fea at. 








Mr. Tunor. Oia easily, by obtain- 


| ing the leave of the House to do so. 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.—When the mes- 
sage came down the Minister for the 


| Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) said that the 


Government merely wanted to get the 
‘second reading moved, and that the de- 


ae Rate would then be adjourned. 


Mr. Hvenns. —That is Lai: we intend 


. \ ‘Tuo ye 
| aR to the. guapanen [One 
ing Orders in dealing with: the 


tion adopted. 


In order that. honorable meee 


the Australian soldiers were the 





























































. Standing Orders suspended i 


Orie ee 


‘That Mr. nee and. Sir dosed 
prepare and pring in a Bill to car. 
foregoing. resolution. 


«Bill presented, and read a ‘fe 


Szconp Reavrne. ee 

Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Pr 1e Mi 
isser and peer. o S 13. 

tia Re Nes 


derstand. the scheme of this Bill 


soldiers and aiitorsy: Oe Rusteae 
fought in the baw war and: th 


rally rite under. my A tiene 
ber of grievances, and ie 
reforms. As I have always fot 
better to deal with organized hey: 
disorganized bodies, I met the « 
of the league and discussed at. 
the question raised. We deal 
the inapedtie of repatriation, 


ing odeenily, no ak of the’ Em 
fact, no part of the world, ha: 
its soldiers better than has the Co 
wealth. It is admitted on all sid 


the best fed, the best paid | 
Allied Armies, and that our ho 
medical arrangements lost nothit 
comparison with those of other cd 7 
But if other countries were Pp 
gratuity, it appeared’ clear. to 
vernment that Australia 


ot ou fin 
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eet and when 
fa gratuity was men- 
although 


a teat 
the question. y 
tioned, I pointed out that, 
: was very desirous of meeting the wishes 






fan 3 not be less generous than the era- 
oe given Py. New Zealand, the fine 





ix: hee for a little while until it was able to 
“obtain from Canada, New Zealand, and 
- South’ Africa some figures, setting out 
the particulars of their schemes. Sub- 
sequently these were discussed with the 
representatives of the league, and it was 
_ generally admitted by them that, in the 
circumstances in which Australia found 
itself, it would be impossible to pay a 
cash gratuity. I am very glad to be able 
to testify that these men, who were the 
representatives of the greater portion of 
‘the returned men who had done so much 
for. Australia and for liberty, were most 
‘anxious not to embarrass the country for 
‘Which they had fought. They were 
unanimously of the opinion that the 
financial position of the Commonwealth 

i. was such that it could not pay a cash 
~ gratuity. This is an eloquent tribute to 
the common sense and patriotism of our 
glorious soldiers, showing clearly. that 
their patriotism was not an ephemeral 
thing, expending itself on the field. of 
battle, but an enduring passion which 


manifested itself no less in the ordinary 
duties of citizenship in times of peace. 


than on the field of battle in time of war. 
ae Rhe position being accepted that the 
i Paoaibinwealth | ‘could not pay a. cash 
gratuity, the Government proceeded to 
consider what _ was possible in the cir- 
cumstances _ in which Australia found 
“itself, es need not remind honorable 
_ members what that position is. It is one 
50, give us considerable concern, although 
“its is no cause for alarm. We all have, I 
“hope, unbounded confidence in the future 
of our country. The consequences of 
war and the grievous burdens war has 
imposed upon us cannot ruin it if we 
are true to ourselves: if Australia fails 
to hold its own if, can.only be through 
apathy and lack of courage and common 
on the part of. its citizens. 


The. ‘real danger to Australia is not so 























ae from the enemy without the gates, 


pies, from. the enemy, within, so 





of.the community, but from the failure 
of the whole body politic to meet the 
situation with courage and wisdom. 
If Australia fails to assert herself, and 
reap the full fruits of victory, it will be 
the fault of all her citizens. 


After mature consideration, a. scheme 
was put before the soldiers’ executive, ap- 
proved by them and subsequently made 
public by me, in the following terms, as 
published in the Brisbane Courter of 4th 
November last :— 


Payment to be at the flat rate of Is. 6d. 
day from the date of embarkation to the official 
signing of Peace at Versailles, on 21st June, 
1919. “Payment at this rate to all members of 
fighting forces, naval and military, of the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force (and to Imperial Re- 
servists), or the dependants of deceased soldiers 
and sailors who left Australia, doctors and 
nurses included, Payment at the rate of ls. a 
day from the date of enlistment to discharge 
for all members of the Australian Imperial 
Foree who did not’ leave Australia; payment 
to be in the form of non-negotiable bonds bear- 
ing interest at 53 per cent. Bonds to be re- 
ceived as cash equivalent for all purposes under 
the Repatriation Department, including land 
settlement, war service homes, businesses, pur: 
chases of furniture, &c. Bonds to be cashed 


by the T'reasury in cases of hardship, of special .{ — 


urgency, on the marriage of a soldier, or on\: 


the re-marriage of a soldier’s widow. Bonds 
not covered under the above heads to be re- 
deemed as follows:—The Treasury to take up 
at least £500,000 per annum in May, 1921, the 
whole of Australia’s share of indemnity paya- — 
able by Germany to the Allies, which may be 


estimated at anything between £7,000,000 and. 


£15,000,000, to be ear-marked for the redemp- 
tion of gratuity bonds. If the indemnity ac- 
tually received on or before May, 1921, does 
not reach £10,000,000, the Government to make 
good the deficiency up to £10,000,000. The 
Government is to redeem’ the balance of the 
outstanding bonds after May, 1921, in not more 
than three equal annual instalments. The Go- 
vernment undertakes that if, after May, 1921, 
the financial and general outlook in the local. 
or foreign market warrants raising the out- 
standing balance, or any part thereof, by loan, 
it will do so. 


That was the statement made on ,3rd 
November last, and the Returned Sailors 
and Soldiers’ League, after discussion, 


«supported and accepted the proposal. As 


the result of subsequent discussions the 


matter was advanced a further stage, 
particulars of which were published in 
the press. I quote from the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph of 22nd November :-— 
The Prime Minister announced last niehe 


that arrangements have been completed with 
the banks to find the sum of £6,000,000 for the 


Sgt yah 


624 


‘with a large 


‘further 


We pledged ourselves 


“gion. 
embodies 
the soldiers and. the electors. 


measure submitted 


democratic 
_ tinction of rank, but treats all alike, as is, 
I think, proper in a democratic” country 


ranks, . 


War Gratuity 


“payment of the war gratuity in cash to the 
following classes :;— 


(1) Soldiers’ widows: 

(2) Widowed mothers of cnaed de- 
ceased soldiers. 

(3) Other matters of deceased soldiers who 
were. dependent upon deceased 

if soldiers. 

(4) Totally incapacitated and blind sol- 
diers. 

{5) Soldiers who have married since dis. 
charge, or are about to marry. 

(6) Necessitous cases not, included in bil 
foregoing. 


Later . still, 


¢ 


arrangements were made 
number of employers 
throughout Australia to cash the bonds 
of their employees. As the result of 
negotiations, -the » Common- 
wealth and ‘the States of New South 


‘Wales, Queensland, and Victoria agreed: 


to cash the bonds of their emplyees. 
That was, in broad outline, the scheme 
approved by the soldiers’ executive, an- 
nounced by me before the elections, and 
later submitted to the electors as the 
settled policy of the Government. 
that the War 
Gratuity Bill should be the ~ first 
measure to be introduced this ses- 
The Bill I submit to the House 
the scheme approved by 
The Bill 
introduction as the first 
to Parliament .this 
session fulfils the promise made by the 
Government to the soldiers and to the 
electors generally. 

I propose now to say-a word or two: ‘by 


itself azd its 


way of general explanation of the mea- 


sure. First, it is incomparably the most 
liberal gratuity scheme adopted by any 
part of the Empire, and it is also the most 
scheme. It makes no dis- 


like Australia, with its demoeratic army. 


Much of the success:of the Australian 
army lay in the fact that its organiza- 
tion was essentially democratic. 


Every’ 
man did literally carry in his knapsack 
a marshal’s baton. The overwhelminge 
majority of the battalion officers of the 
A.J.F. were men who had risen from the 
The scheme in this Bill rests 
upon this basis, and.the scheme is not 


only democratic ‘but equitable and liberal. 


We propose to pay the gratuity at the 


‘same rate to all men from the date of 


“Ot 


embarkation to the 28th J nn 1919, the 
Me. Hughes. 


eM Gy 
wy 


BCE say 
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soldiers are paid from the dee 


the ranks of death; stricken and 


or dis abled. He, too, deserves’ all 
































date of the signature ee ‘the! > 
at Versailles. In New Zeal 


barkation to the date of deatl 
charge, or disembarkation, 1 
came first. A feel assured tale 


more could a man do thas he ee 
placed himself in the very foref. 


wounded he Scat to Austral 
had done all that was ‘possible | for » 
to do. In return he is entitled to all 
his country can do for him, ‘An 
man, more fortunate, continued at 
Prout till the end withowe bein st 


can give him, but his sacrifice - 
greater than that of the man struc 
on the first day. The dependants o 
man who was killed at the landing 
be paid to ‘the 28th June. ee: 
had made the supreme sacrifice, 
dependants are entitled to as mu 
sideration as is the man who fought 1 
the date of the Armistice. As I hav 
the rate of gratuity under ‘this. 
1s. 6d. a day from date of embark 
to 28th June, 1919, and 1s. a 
those enlisted “before the 11th No 
1918, from the day they reporte 
in camp to their discharge, or f 
of six months, whichever is ‘th. 
period. The next of kin.of a sol 
left Australia in November, 191 
was killed in April, 1915, at t e 
would receive—in Britain £5, in | 
about £22,:in New Zealand, £11 5 
and in Australia £120. A men v1] 
these shores in November 

vounded at Gallipoli, return 
tralia, and was discharged j 
1916, would receive—in Br 
Canada, five months’ pay, eg 
£40, in New Zealand ay 
£50, and in ruatealis 


ep 


a aft 
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rate of payment in Canada is six months’ 
pay and allowances for three years’ ser. 
vice, five months’ pay, for two years’ 
service, four months pay for one 
hae service, and three months’ pay 
for any service less than one year. In 
New Zealand the rate is 1s. 6d. per day 
| for service abroad only. For home ser- 
Vice. Canada allows three months’ pay for 
three years’ ‘service, two months’ pay for 
two years’ service, and one month’s pay 
for one year’s service or less. In 
New Zealand there is no gratuity for 
home service. In Canada the: ‘gratuity 
is paid in ‘monthly instalment; in New 
Zealand it is paid principally through 
the banks. Under the Bill, as 1” have 
said, it will be paid in non-negotiable 
_ bonds bearing interest at 54 per cent, per 
annum, the bonds being immediately 
_ negotiable in certain cases, to which I 
~ have already referred. The Austéalian 
- gratuity covers a greater period, and is on 
‘a fairer basis than is that of any other 
Dominion. A comparison might be 
made between it and the British gratuity, 
which makes a distinction between the 
different ranks, paying the officers, of 
course, a higher rate than the privates. 
I turn now to some other phases 
of this matter before dealing with the 
_ machinery of the measure itself. My 
honorable friend opposite has indicated 
tet he proposes to ask the House to 
agree to the payment of a cash gratuity. 
It is only fair that I should anticipate 
his proposal, and I think I can best do 
so by reealling to honorable members the 
Maircumetances: relating to the origin of 
Mhe gratuity policy of the Government 
_ and the attitude of the Opposition towards 
it during the recent elections. It is 
. 5, aati first to remind the House that 
the Leader of the Opposition had not said 
one word about the payment of a gratuity 
: ‘until the Government had decided to adopt 






ial 


such a policy. Then my friends of the Op- 
position said this was an attempt to bribe 
the soldier. Next, finding that this charge 







- serves—which’ are of a character very 

a eth suited to their purpose—and they 
i presented a proposal which certainly left 
‘nothing to be desired, although a great 
deal to be realized. They proposed that 
ernie should be given a gratuity in 
F oat was, so’ they said, to be a very 







ie rather flat, they retired upon their re- 
that title? 


‘tor McDougall. 
the Labour party would ask the “ : 
King,” and Sir Samuel Hordern, and the 


That is to say, they did not propose to 
increase the 1s. 6d. a day proposed by the 
Government, but they would pay cash on 
the nail! .The Government’s proposal, 
they said, was proposed only for . the 
purpose of catching votes; so dit 
ferent, so very different from theirs, 


My scheme, they held, was never intended 


to be brought forward in this House to , 
receive the imprimatur of the Legisla- 
ture! Theirs, of course, was to be of 
quite a different order. Every soldier 
was to receive—in golden sovereigns, I 
suppose—an amount which was _ hinted 
at rather than set out in plain words; and 
everybody would be well satisfied. 

Senator McDougall, who realized, I am 
afraid, as ‘the election campaign... pro- 
ceeded, that circumstances conspired more 
and more against him, found himself, on 
or about the 3rd or 4th December, in such 
a desperate case that he delivered hime- 
self to the following effect: He said that 
“if Mr. Hughes was returned to power the _ 
soldiers would never receive a gratuity, 
but that if Labour were elected the gra 
tuity would be paid before Christmas” 
In view of this statement, I confidently 
expect that there will not now be one mo- 
ment’s delay, or the slightest attempt. at 
delay, on the part of honorable members 
opposite, seeing that if they had been re- 
turned to govern, Parliament would have 
been abruptly called together—no doubt, 
before the holidays, and even before the 
writs had been returned—in order that 


the gratuity in cash should be at’ onee 


paid. Discussion in this ehamber 
would have been stifled, and a Bill 
covering the disbursement of £30,000,000 
—indeed a very great deal more— 
would have been rushed through, 
and the soldiers would have got their 
money before Christmas. This was 
the golden vision conjured up by 
the imagination of the honorable mem- 
bers opposite. Senator McDougall pro- 
ceeds to say, “The Labour party would 
ask the ‘Mining King’.”’—Does any 
honorable gentleman present answer to 
Oh, no; I see that the 
honorable senator alludes to Mr. John * 
Brown. Well, I think that is a fair 
thing. I think he ought to be asked to 
come forward with the money! However, 
T will pass on and continue to quote Sonn! 
He went on to say that 
Mining 









‘ a reply has yet been received! ee 
: Mr. Hughes. ak Baeaniae tal oe eae 
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wealthy pheaeis companies va panks to ' 


give them the money. ‘“ Ask, and ye 
shall receive”! “If they refused,” con- 


; ei’ site ts Srl 
_taepieamees le 





cluded the honorable senator, in menacing | 


‘tones, “they would take it from them.” 


It is a very heartrending circumstance 


to recall that after this pathetic attempt 
‘to do the right thing by the soldier—not 
fergetting the 
soldiers and electors of New South Wales 
-generally rejected both Senator McDougall 
and his scheme. 

I pass now from the honorable senator 
to make further reference to Official 
Labour’s intention. Here is an extract 


from a publication entitled The Hobart 


World. The article in question 1s 
headed, “Gratuities in Cash,” “ Peep at 
“Labour's Platform,” “Some of the Good 
- Things Enunciated.” ~The idea evidently 


was that the soldier entranced by the 


glorious prospects which our friends 9p- 
posite conjured up before his eyes would 
“murmur, “For what we are about to 
receive, may the Lord make us Truly 
Thankful”! and straightway vote for 
the party that promised so much. That 
doubtless was the idea. Unfortunately 
things did not happen precisely in 
that way. This is 
World says— 

-.“ A communication forwarded to the Petia’ 
Soldiers and Sailors’ Imperial League by Mr. 
Carey, secretary of the New South Wales branch 
6f the Australian Labour party, states that 
- Labour’s policy for soldiers, sailors, the nurses, 
and war workers includes the following :— 
‘The. gratuity to returned soldiers and 


widows to be-paid in cash. — 
“Housing to be free for life of totally dis- 


? 


abled soldiers, widows, dependents, and 


children of deceased soldiers. 

The registration and fulfilment of all in- 
ducements and promises to soldiers, 
either prior or subsequent to enlistment, 


including the ‘making up of the dif-- 


ference between military and civil pay, 

the payment of insurance premiums, 
insurances: against death, the keeping 

open of employment where such pro- 

mises were made, and any other pro- 

mise to soldiers to obtain enlistments. 

“The establishment in civil life of all re- 
turned soldiers where financial assist- 

aa ance is essential to provide the amount 


necessary to enable the family to he . 


supported. without payment of interest 
or the repayment of capital. 


- Permission has also been asked of the 


League to allow representatives of the 
Lahour party to address members on 
va the above programme. ide se has 
bisa a yet Deen received.” 


\ 
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“Mining King ”—the. 


what The Hobart 


leave 


that they had been fighting for 
try, that they had saved it, a 


honorable gentleman who wo: 


Chair, and I call on the Prime 
is (Mr, ( ee to 


tralia voted for the Cee A 


ie ye: 
Mr. Corboy.) 
Mr. SPEAKER gaint 












































































‘prop sank 
this matter. — 
member recalls 


ment 


them. Every atta was mad 
pede the soldiers, to get a 


was their business to charann \ 
they had fought and bled:for, 
But’ all these efforts : failed. 
whelming bulk of the soldi 


ranks. A 
“Mr. Tupor.—Our_ ‘rohan 80 
were perien by some of the me 

side who did not go to the wi 


soldiers who did not go to 
‘here were in the last. Pari 
couple of gentlemen who sat b 


form of soldiers; but, though — 
soldier, I say deliberately diy 

deal nearer the Front, very man 
than ever they were. — . 
‘Tupor. That : is” ‘not 


Several anon member 
Ing, 
Mr. SPEAKER Caan. | 
Johnson).—If honorable met ibe 
not obey the call of the Ch 
name the next honorable me 
offends. The honorable I 
Maribyrnong must not pers 
rupting as he is doing while I 
the House to order. He . 
also, : ; 
Mr. Fewron phat is erie 
out } And on a measure: like, 
toe 
SPEAKER. Baca name 
Die aneibe for Maribyrnon 
ton) for interrupting and | 
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em state your dirty work: aie it up! 

_ You think you are on the hustings again ! 

Mr. HUGHES.—The honorable mem- 
De} ber was up rather late last night. 

a Mr. Fenton.—i was up early trying to 







0 my duty to the country, and you. ue 
- not ellow me to do so. 

- Mr. HUGHES.—The honorable mem- 
ber, like myself, is suffering from the 
is Pe ene of a misspent life. 

Mr. Tvupor.—That surely is not true 
about the honorable member for Mari- 


» Mr, HUGHES. —I speak now as the 
Piisasrable member’s medical adviser, and 
Peubeest that if he had had more sleep 


‘ OR would not have said what he has said. 


I hope the honorable member will not 
ey persist in his &ttitude. If anything I had 
said caused the honorable member to 
say what he did, I withdraw it, and I 

(ada the honorable member will follow 
_ my example. He cannot defy the Chair, 
* i and there is really no reason for his 

Sail action. 

Mr. Freyton.—Go on with the Bill! 
_ Mr. SPEAKER.—I ask the honorable 

- member for pea ey Tn0ne (Mr. aay 

e withdraw. 


~ Mr. Fenron.—Withdraw what? 


Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 


ae in the first place, disregarded the 
-. authority of the Chair, and in the second 
i i a he insulted the Chair by calling out 
that the Speaker was biased. 
Mr. Fenton.—You ask too much! 

_ Mr. SPEAKER.—It is the duty of 
the House ‘to protect the Chair from 
. insults, and if the honorable member will 
_ not withdraw I must insist on the Stand- 
| ing Orders being carried out. It is im- 
possible for: Mme to continue to preside over 
_ the deliberations of the House unless 
_ honorable members uphold me as Speaker 
_ in the discharge of my often difficult 
La _ duties. If the Chair is not upheld it 
will be impossible to preserve order, and 
only chaos can result. I ask the honor- 
able member to observe the Standing 
eral oe 
























batr, HUGHES. —A man can auaeniy 
be said to be a man of war whose ser- 
vices, during the war, consisted chiefly in 
passing from one arm of the Forces to 

othe Rs nh think that can be said 


ae am one honorable jmember 
ne Bie aaa 


SP een 
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the opposite side of the House, who, I 
think, had experience of every arm of the 
Service. * As to the other member, I 
should not like to say much about him. 
The less honorable members” opposite 
say on this subject the better, be- 
cause the fact remains that the 
soldiers of Australia, and the people 
of Australia, thought so little of that 
party that not one man who wears the 
returned soldier’s badge has been returned 
as a member of the Labour party. But 
there was one man, Mr. Wallace, the ex- 
member for West Sydney, who, by enlist- 
ing, showed his willingness to go to the 
war. He was, however, replaced by a man 
who had not been at the war,.so that 
even that half-hatched, chicken was 
strangled in its birth. I remind honorable 
members of these rather unpleasant things 
because we ought not to forget that honor- 
members opposite declared that the 
pledges given by this Government would 
never be kept. I invite the people of the 
country to note that those pledges are 
being kept, not only in the letter but in 


the spirit—that this Bill is the literal - 


fulfilment of everything I promised. I 
«invite honorable members opposite to 
note that 1t was upon the scheme now set 
out in this Bill’that the Nationalist party 
was elected by a great majority of the 
people. This is the first measure intro- 
duced to give effect to the policy of the 
Government, and the House- is_ in- 
vited to pass it as rapidly as its i1m- 
portance warrants, The people deliber- 
ately rejected the party which stood for 
a cash gratuity. The soldiers rejected 
that party, because they, or the great 
majority of them, knew that the country 
could not pay a cash gratuity without 
gravely imperiling its financial and in- 
dustrial position. 
Sitting suspended from 12.58 p.m, to 
2.15 p.m. 


Mr. HUGHES.—Having set out the 
circumstances under, which the policy of 
the measure was conceived, formulated, 

- and: finally adopted by the Government, 
and made clear its basic principles, 
I sshall now explain its 
as fully as is possible “at this stage. 
First as to” those entitled to the 
gratuity: they may be divided roughly 
into two classes—(a) those entitled to 


{ 


then on Ay oulacn han at the rate (se Is. 6d. per diem; 


provisions | 
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and (b) those entitled to aan) at the 
rate of 1s. per diem. Broadly speaking, 


all members of our Naval and*Mailitary. 


Forces, including doctors and nurses, who 
‘left Australia before the 11th N Byer ber: 
1918, are to receive a gratuity at the rate 
of 1s. 6d. per diem, which will be paid to. 
members of ‘the Military Forces for the 
period between the date of their embarka- 
tion and the 28th June, 1919; and to 
members of the Naval Forces. for the 
period between the day of their leaving 
port in Australia to the 28th June, 1919. 
All persons who enlisted before the 11th 
November, 1918, are entitled to a gra- 
tuity at the rate of ls. per diem from 
thé day on which they were called up to 
go into camp to the day of their dis- 
charge, or for a period of six months, 
whichever may be the shorter. 

Clause 2 defines membership of the 
Australian Naval and Imperial -Forces, 
Imperial: Reservists, and the dependants 
of these. Clause 3 divides those to whom 
_ the’ gratuity .is pean. into the two 
classes to which I haye referred. Im- 
perial Reservists who left Australia 
are placed on exactly the same foot- 


as members of the Australian. 
N aval and Military Forces. In sub- 
clause 2, of clause 5, «it is enacted 


that Aedniitoie may be made -in certain’ 


eases from the period for which a gratuity 
is payable. Broadly, a member of the 
Naval and Imperial Forces is entitled to 
payment of the gratuity for every day for 
which he was entitled to draw the 
full pay of his rank. Those whose 
pay was forfeited for any offence 
for any period or periods, not exceeding 
twenty-eight days on any one. octasion, 
are, notwithstanding such forfeiture, en- 
titled to the gratuity without any deduc- 
tion; that is, men who were punished for 
minor offences by the forfeiture of. pay 
for periods not exceeding twenty-eight 
days, will not, therefore, suffer any deduc- 
tion of their gratuity; but, under sub- 
clause 3, and subsequent sub-clauses, it is 
enacted that persons whose pay was for- 
_feited for periods exceeding twenty-eight 
days, shall be paid the gratuity only for 
_ the period for which their pay was not 
so forfeited. Notwithstanding this pro- 
vision, the “prescribed ‘authority ”’—to 
which I ‘shall refer later—may, in such 
cases, award payment of the gratuity for — 
the full period, in. apace Of meri- 

yids Hughes. 
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ipondaats for the whole ibe aa | h 
service, from the date of embarka on 


to any oe the disqualification whic 
‘apply to those who have — ved | 
From the gratuity paid to Impe seh 
servists will. be deducted the amc 
gratuity paid by the British aut 
“so that they shall, not receive a 
payment than is made to membe: 
Australian Imperial Force. — 
Clause 6 sets out. the conditions whic 
prohibit the payment of. the gratuity, 
certain persons, including those who h 
been absent without leave, and hay 
prior to the commencement of thi 
surrendered, or been apprehended ; 1 
who are proved to the satisfaction of t 
prescrioed authority to have suffered fro1 
pease intentionally self- inflicted 5 _ thos 


ice of penal servitude, on prieoae sia 
detention,’ at the expiration of whi uM: 
they have been, or are to ke, discharg 
from the Forces with ignominy, or | 
misconduct, and those who, by reaso: 
ment, or detention, ote while: 0 
voyage, or in a training camp or depe 
-were unable to join their units a oer 
field. Several other classes of persons, 
who are excluded from the benefits o 
measure, are described in other sub: 
graphs of the clause. ‘These conditions 
have been agreed to by the’ Returi vey 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Imperial League, — 

but, notwithstanding anything - 

clause, the prescribed authority can, if it 
thinks hs case warrants it, aes: the — 


orable ae will ‘nite 


the end of clause 6 is “most impo 
It reads as follows:— \ hee 


Provided that where the prescribes 
rity is satisfied that a person absent w 
leave, who has not, prior to the COLE ATEE | 
of this Act, surrendered or been apprehendec 
has neglected or failed to provide adequ tel 
for his dependants, payment may be, ma 


(not exceeding in amount the Ld 

might but for this section ae pert d 
to, or in respect of the service of, that 7 
son) as the prescribed authority thin ; 


This is a very wise and humane Pp 
The sins of the soldier are not 
his aaa | cei 


4 VAG hy. iW 
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te the Bvenan said, Pe tine any- 
thing in the clanse, the prescribed 
_ authority may, if it thinks fit, award to 
' the soldier himself, the whole or such part 
; of the gratuity as it deems, in all the 
_ circumstances of the case, he deserves. 
Clause 8 deals with a most important 
"matter, to which the widest publicity must 
Fes given. The war gratuity is not a right, 
_ but is deemed to be a free gift by the Go- 
_vernment ‘ oath recognition of honorable 
services during the war,’’ and ‘‘ may in 
~ any case be withheld or deferred or sub- 
| cee to ternis and conditions as the pre- 
: scribed authority, having regard to the in- 
_terests or deserts of the claimant, thinks 
just and proper.” Where the prescribed 
_ authority is satisfied that any person who 
is eligible for the payment of the war 
a eratuity has. neglected or failed to pro- 
_ vide adequately for his dependants, it 
_ may direct that payment of the whole or 
_ part of the gratuity be made to or for the 
_ benefit of some or all of those dependants. 
I think that honorable members will say 
this is a very just, and, in some cases, 
will prove a very necessary provision. It 
must be made perfectly clear that it is not 
open to the soldier to leave to the Com- 
- monwealth the care of his dependants 
while he squanders or misuses_ the 
gratuity. The soldier owes a duty to his 
| dependants just as the country owes a 
_ duty to him, and we propose to’ safeguard 
the interests. of dependants just as we pro- 
pose to safeguard the soldier. 
_ Clause 9 contains a provision relating to 
the gratuity of a deceased soldier, whe- 
_ ther he has died before or after the 
_ passing of the Act, and stipulates that it 
_ shall not form part of the estate of the 


7S 


_. deceased, and shall not be claimable by 


the executor or administrator of the 
estate, but may be paid to such one or 








ae or the prescribed authority approves, 
oi namely— i 


cana’ person who— 

(a) is beneficially entitled under the will 
of the deceased to any part of his 

estate; or 

(0) is or would be if the deceased had 

be Pitas died in the first place have been 

entitled to a share in the distribu- 

tion of his intestate estate; | 

and who is either the widow or a child, 

_ parent, step parent, foster parent, 
‘or dependant of the deceased. 


. This provision applies if a soldier dies in 
¥e peeks or aba. In the first case his 


Pe SP 


_ more of the following persons, and in such. 
he proportions as the regulations prescribe, ~ 


fee cannot be seized by the creditors to 
the extent of leaving the widow and de- 
pendants unprovided for. In the second 
case it is divided as prescribed in the ~ 
clause. There is a proviso that, in special 
cases, the prescribed authority may ap- 
prove of payment to persons other than 
those mentioned in the sub-clause to 
which I \have just drawn attention. 
Clause 11 authorizes the issue of ‘Trea- 
sury bills and empowers the ‘Treasurer- 
to borrow such moneys as are  neces- 
sary for carrying out or giving effect to 
the Act. Under clause 12 the Consoli- 
dated Revenue Fund is to the necessary 
extent appropriated for the purposes of 
the Act. I come now to the medium in 
which the gratuity is to be paid. As I 
have said, the gratuity is to be paid in 
non-negotiable bonds redeemable’. within 
not more than three years of issue, except 
in special cases. The cases in which the’ 
Treasury will itself cash the bonds were 
decided upon after consultation with the 
executive of the league, and are set out 
in clause 18. I have already stated what 
these are, but in order to make the mat- 
ter perfectly clear, I will read the pro- 
vision in the Bill dealing with them 
again. It is provided in clause 13 that 
payment shall be made in cash if 
desired by the persons entitled to the 
gratuity in the case of— 


(a): the widow of a member of the Forces; 
(0) the widowed mother of an unmarried 
deceased member of the Forces; 

(c) the mother of a deceased member® of 
the Forces, if she was, prior to his 
death, a dependant of his; 

(d) a member of the Forces, who is found 
by the prescribed authority to be* 
blind or totally and permanently in- 
capacitated ; 

(e) a member of the Forces who has mar- 
ried since the date of his discharge; 
or 

(f) a person who is found by the pre- 
scribed authority to be in necessitous 
circumstances. 


In addition to these cases in aia the 
bonds will be cashed by the Treasury, 
the Repatriation Department will, as pro- 
vided in clause 14, accept Treasury bonds 
at their face value, plus interest accrued 
to date in repayment of any moneys due 
by the person to whom they were issued — 
for.all purposes of repatriation, and the | 
War Service Homes Act. As I stated 
many times during the elections, and prior 


‘thereto, soldiers can use these bonds for 


all repatriation purposes—the purchase | 
/ 


able. 
hand “ whether by way or in consequence 
of sale, assignment, charge, execution, in- 

It is. 
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a of. land, famutare, houses, and so: fone. : 
All the other arrangements that have been 
made with banks, private employers, the. 


States, and the Commonwealth, to cash 


‘the bonds of their employees are outside © 


this measure. The Commonwealth, how- 


ever, holds itself responsible, and guaran- 
_ preying upon the hee and 


tees that the bonds will be cashed as 
eee 


.Under clause 15 it is provided that the | 


. gratuity bonds are not alienable or negoti- 
They cannot pass from hand to 


| solvency, or otherwise howsoever.’ 
very necessary that I should explain and 
emphasize what this clause means, since 
its effects are very far-reaching. It has 
come to my knowledge, and I suppose to 
the knowledge of many other honorable 
members, that some unscrupulous persons 
in this community are advancing money 
to soldiers at exorbitant rates of interest 
on the security of their bonds. Many of 
these young men, who are unversed in 
the ways of the ‘world, 
themselves to be exploited by harpies and 
Shylocks. I wish to say to every soldier 
in Australia, as well as to those who have 
lent money to soldiers, something which 
- I hope they will take to heart. I want to 
say to the soldier that any arrangement 


he has made with any person is null and. 


void. I advise him to keep his ‘bonds, 
and to take no notice whatever of any 
arrangement he has made. The men who 
loaned them money’ were warned before 
that the bonds were not negotiable. I 
venture to say that not in any one case 
out of a hundred is the amount lent con:- 
parable to the face value of the bond. 

Mr. Tupor.—In some cases the amount 
lent has not been equal to 50 per cent. of 
the face value of the bond. a 

Mr. HUGHES.—No doubt. So much 
for my advice to the soldiers. Ag to the 
people who have loaned money to them jn 


this way, some have acted in perfectly 


- good faith. I would be the last to say 
that every man who has advanced money 
to a soldier has done so with the inten- 
tion of defrauding or seeking to take ad- 
vantage of him. Some of them have ad- 
vanced the full face value of the bonds. 


- Such cases, however, are few and far be- 


tween. I say to the persons who are 


: ~ seeking: to take advantage of our soldiers 
i sat: to all who ey Lee saciid os aha 





an ie case neaere not he worth : 


are permitting 


_ intentions. 
“Most honorable members wh, 


them, as I do, as. bowelles: 
i ‘thetic bureaucrats, who be r 














































Comapume a whateva: the 
and in this case the powers 
liament are plenary—will b 
in order to protect the soldi 
punish them. Every means 
posal will be used to preven 


them. 


I hope that warning” will be 
heart. I am told that hotelkeepers, 
money-lenders, and others have bee ~ 
ing, and are preparing to a still gr 
extent to make, money out of 
This Pirie is not in a pend 


it was written on. It would be illeg 
I am not sure that both parties to suck 
transaction could not be prosecuted. 
Honorable members may depend upon it 
that it will not be my fault if the 
is exploited. The blame will — 4 
tirely with himself. If he likes to ae 

the Broecney of this, Government, he will 





are their guardians. - We - : 
guardians of the a money, 
we do not propose to allow the ta 
money to line. the ie | of ba 
a 


making a false statement, hae ite 
of an offence, and liable to a 
£100, or imprisonment EO the 
(lanes! 1e empowers the’ 
General to make regulations: no 
sistent with the Act, to Bie ; off 


I want now to. say a id 0 “40 f, 
reference to the “ prescribed t 


experience of “prescribed author 
and who probably regard the m 0) 

















an anil Sette te ook ihe at the “ pre- 
scribed authority ” referred to in the Bill. 
| the need have no fear. This authority 
was agreed upon between myself, acting 
for the Commonwealth Government, and 
the executive of the Soldiers’ League. A 
representative of the Returned Soldiers’ 
League will have a seat upon it. The 
other two members wil) be men who are 
in sympathy with the spirit as well as the 
letter of the Bill. — 
_ | Mr. Tuvor.—Will those other two men 

“be appointed by the Government? 
| Mr. HUGHES.—AI] three are to be 
i) appointed by the Government. 
Mr. Tupor.—Will they be members of 
hg Parliament, or outsiders ? 
= Mr. HUGHES.—TI do not know exactly 

. what the honorable member means by out- 





-‘giders. 
the same position as the remnants of a 
- $eottish conventicle who were reduced 
to two, one having grave doubts about 
ivihe orthodoxy Gi dhe other, 1 certainly 
would not say that there is so much 
excellence in this House that it utterly 
exhausts the possibilities of the whole 
»  gommunity. We shall look about with an 
unbiased eye to get two good men, and I 
have no doubt we shall Rud them. T think 
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Me Tudor), who was a colleague of mine for 
many years, at least knows this of me, that 
- T eannot be accused of thinking too highly 
_ of officials. Whilst it has been my pleasant 
experience to meet many exceptions to the 
rule, still no one can say that officials are 
likely to dictate the course or policy I 
shall pursue. The Government — will 
_ choose the men who, in its opinion, are 
likely to meet the wishes of this House 

























_ pathy with them and who can be intrusted 
with this most onerous and invidious task. 
The Bill embodies in the letter and 
in the spirit those pledges made to 
rs) ae electors, and upon which _ the 
_ majority of members of this Parliament 
' were elected. It. gives effect to the 
a pledges we made in the way we 
made them. Incidentally. the introduc- 
tion of this measure at this time putes 
tO") confusion the honorable member 
for Maranoa (Mr. Page), who last 
ight, in this House, offered to bet large 
sums of money—in fact, anything, which, 
ie Brees means. -nothing—that fa \Go- 


9 Manon, 1920.) 


We are, I hope, not exactly in| 


and the soldiers—men who are in sym- - 
OL: at, 


i 
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vernment had not the Gratuity Bill ready... 
It puts to confusion also, although that 
will not abash them, those gentlemen who 


said that the Government’s pledges in re- — ; 


gard to the gratuity were worthless, and 
that we did not intend to proceed with the 
measure. We have introduced this 
measure as promised, and the blame for 
not having it introduced sooner does not 
rest upon our shoulders. We invite hon- 
orable members to press on with the mea- . 
sure, for the soldiers are very anxious to 
receive this gratuity. Whatever else 
honorable members may doubt, they need. 
not doubt that, and if the debates are un- 
duly prolonged we may yet live to see a 
scene not dissimilar from the coup d état 
of the first Napoleon, when a file of grena- 
diers marched into the legislative’ cham- 
ber and preserved order in a fashion 
which at any rate had the effect of ex- 
pediting business. We, I think, are all 
desirous; of doing justice to these men and 
showing in some substantial way that we 
honour them. We are dealing with great 
sums of money, but we have to remember 
that the people were thoroughly informed 
of what this gratuity would cost, and they 
had before them two proposals; one, the 
scheme which I have had the honour to 
outline to-day, and another which, at the 
best, would have cost a good deal more. 
This House may therefore be said to re-- 
present public opinion, which is strongly 
in favour of paying a war gratuity on 
the lines laid down in this Bill. It is 
impossible to entertain any proposal to 
increase the rate or the amount of the 
gratuity. The proposal has not been 
hurriedly put forward, but is the result 
of mature consideration and very’ 
long and. detailed deliberation. The 
men themselves are. heartily in favour 
and the Soldiers’ League, on 
the 7th November last, officially issued 
a public. statement under the name of 
Captain Dyett. its president, approving 
of this scheme, approving of the payment 
by bonds, and declining to entertain the 
question of a cash gratuity. This 
gratuity will tax the resources of the 


‘Commonwealth to the uttermost; and, in 


saying that, | am thinking, not only of 
commitments for this purpose, but for 
others also which will have to be made in 
accordance with the policy of the Go-. 
vernment. We cannot indulge in any 
-wild-cat schemes. We have to consider 








* Sessional Orders. 


oa 


our financial OY GURR EERIE es, he! mea- 
sure is, as I have said, the most 
generous. in the world. The in- 
terests of the soldiers and the ecdm- 


munity are alike protected. Oash is to 
be paid in all circumstances where it is 
actually needed, and interest at the rate 
of 54 per cent. is to be paid upon bonds 
hete. cash is_ not required. The 
gratuity is to be free of income tax, 
bonds are to be negotiable in all cases.of 
_ emergency, and redeemable in all circum- 
stances of necessity. The scheme has 


been approved by the soldiers’ executive, 


by the banks, the busines§ community, 
and by the electors ina clear and unmis- 
takable majority. I am sure that this 
measure will meet with the approval of 
the majority in this Honse, and, I invite 
honorable members to direct themselves 
to close consideration of its details. We 
are anxious to do justice by our men, and 
I shall listen with interest to any sug- 
- gestions which may be made; but again 
_T emphasize the fact that the scale of pay- 
-ments, the period over which they are to 

be made, and the manner of payment— 
namely, in bonds—are matters which 
cannot, from their very nature and owing 
Me coue Huanoial circumstances, be varied. 

Debate (on motion Pay Mr. ais) ad- 

| journed. 


SESSIONAL ORDERS. 


The following Sessional Orders were 
agreed to (on motion by Mr. Huauzs) :— 
PRECEDEVCE OF ‘GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, 


That on Wednesday and Friday in each week, 


unless otherwise ordered, Government business 
shall take precedence of all other business; 
and that on each Thursday until half-past 6 
o’clock, unless otherwise ordered, general busi- 
ness shall take precedence of Government busi- 
ness. . bi 

Ph GENERAL BUSINESS. 

That on Thursday in each week, unless other- 
wise ordered. general business shall be called 
on in the following order, viz.:— 


On one Thursday— 
Notices of motion. 

Orders of the Day. 
On the alternate Thursday— 
Orders of the Day. 

Notices of motion. 


hee 


STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 
i _ Motion (by Mr. Hueuns) agreed to— 
_ That Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister, the 
Chairman of Committees, Mr. Atkinson. Mr. 
Charlton, Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Tudor be mem- 


bers of the Standing Orders Bera ast three 
to. form a quorum, Mata uy 








The 





_apresmerarr ES 


agreed. to the personnel of the 


ee 








































That Mr, Salon AEE. reas M 
Mr. Fowler, Mr. Higgs, Mr. La 
Mackay, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. Me 
members of the Library Committee; 
form a quorum. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [B. 0]. -T 
the personnel of the Proposed C 
requires some amendment. t 
gest this in a spirit hostile, to the b 
able member for ‘Capricorn 
Higgs), but I point out that y 


Committee honorable members 
side were nearly proportionatel: 
sentative in their sae a plik 


Mr. Gregory. se is only the ai pa 
Committee. 


Mr. TUDOR. That fies nie affect. 
point. I am going to “stick up’ 
members upon my side of the ’ 
since I have the right to do so. ; 

Mr. Hueites Ce Wali the’ 
‘member add another name? 
stand that there will be no dit 
a) fait the Committee. | 


Br, 





stage, 
Question resolved in the afi 


| 


That Mr. Sain Mr. R. W. Foste 
Gregory, Mr. Livingston, Mr. Mathews, it 
James Page, Mr. Rodgers, and Mr, 
be members of the House ‘Committer 
form a Fe Madge if 


Motied (by “Mr. “Hvames) 9 


That Mr. Baanfied. Mr. Bowden, - ij 
Mr. Fenton, Mr. McWilliams, Mr. Riley, 
Mr.. West be members of the Printing ag 
mittee; three to form. a. quorum, with ~ 


to confer with a nunca Commit 
Senate. 
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- ss INDEMNITY BILL. | 
We Motion. (by Mr. Hueuxs) agreed to— 


i ‘That leave be given to bring in a Bill for 
— an Act to provide for an indemnity in relation 
to acts committed pate the war and for 
_ other purposes. 
Bill presented (by Mr. Greens, for 
Mr. eRe) and read a first time. 


a ye. ‘AUDIT BILL. 
- Motion (by Sir Josrrn Coox) agreed 
pi 


_-- That leave be given to bring in a Bill for 
| a an Act to amend the Audit Act 1901-1917. 


i ie Bill presented, and read a ae time. 


. . CUSTOMS BILL. 
Ran ~ Motion (by Mr. Grerenr) agreed to— 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill for 
i an Act to amend the Customs “Act 1901-1916. 


- 











ae BUDGET (1919-20). 
In Committee of Supply (for Budget 
» 1919-20, see 8th October, 1919, volume 
Re eC page 13060): 

an b Motion (by Mr. Hueuers) proposed— 


‘That the first item in the Estimates under 
Division I.—The Parliament—iamely, “The 
President, £1,100,” be agreed to. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
 [8.6].—I am sorry to ‘re-introduce the 
question at this stage, but I should like 

“tO say a few words on the question of 
_ the sugar supply: Some business people 
oi are supplied with a fair amount of sugar 
while others get half their ordinary quan- | 
tity; but there are others who can obtain 
none at all. The people I have in my 
mind ~ are large manufacturers, and 
_. Ynaturally are political opponents of mine, 
whom I have been fighting all my life; 
, but I think it only right that they should 
NG be secured fair treatment. There is one 
o - firm which manufactures coffee essence 
pe and. other grocers’ commodities, and 
which, up to eight months ago, dealt with 
an agent who secured his supplies 
ye directly from the Colonial Sugar Refin- 
ing Company. During the trouble seven 
- or eight months ago, however, this firm 
~ was put in direct touch with the com- 
‘pany, from which it obtained the neces- 
sary supplies; but at the present’ time 
_ they are informed that none can be for- 
___ warded. The consequence is that to- 
4 morrow their factory must be closed, and 
; _ their Saat y ae thrown out of employ- 



















mere 


Mr. Hvcnrs—Will the honorable © 
member give me the name of the firm and 
full particulars ? 

Mr. MATHEWS.— Yes. : 

Mr. Ricnarp Foster. — Theirs is not 
an exceptional case, 

Mr. MATHEWS.—That I admit; but 
we might as well have the case ventilated. 
This firm has orders ahead, some from 
New Zealand, and it will he necessary 
to telegraph ‘informing their customers 
that the orders cannot be completed. 
While there may be a shortage of sugar, 


.I think this firm ought to be supplied if 
_ other firms are being supplied. 


Mr. Brennan.—There should not be a 
suspicion that everybody desires sugar 
for hoarding purposes. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—We_ know that 
every member of the community desires 
to make money, and, if that be possible 
owing to a rise in the price of sugar, they 
will do so. That is true of the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, wholesalers, 
retailers, and householders alike. 

Mr. Greene.—The Colonial Sugar Re- 
fining Company cannot hoard; they do 
not own any sugar.. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—But the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company has the distri- 
bution of the sugar, and my point is that » 
some manufacturers ought not to be sup- 
plied while others are refused. The hon-. 
orable member for Wakefield (Mr. 
Richard Foster) has said that the case 
I cite is not an isolated one, and that is” 
true. Only just now a ventleman from. 
Wangaratta called me from the chamber, 
in the absence of the honorable member 
‘for Hume (Mr. Parker Molcney), and 
informed me that a cheque for sugar had — 
been returned as supplies were short 
and none could be forwarded. That gen- 
tleman assured me that there is not’ 
20 lbs. of sugar in Wangaratta. My idea ~ 
was that the rise in price would not take 
place until the new crop came in, or ar-_ 
rangements had been made for the pur- 
chase of sugar; and I should like to know 
from the Peyae Minister when we may 
expect it. 

Mr. Hvucnues.—I shall try to answer 
the honorable member when he sits down. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—If the rise is going . 


to take place immediately, I can under- 
stand supplies of sugar being kept back, 
but if supplies are kept back from some, 
they ought to be kept back from all. 
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Mr. Ricnarp Fostrrr.-—HHad the man 
to whom you refer received his usual sup- 
plies for the month? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—He had not; he 
only expected half, but could not get 
any. I shall supply the names and par- 
ticulars to the Prime Minister, because I 
think something should be done. 

Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
ister and Attorney-General)  [3.13].— 
Although I should prefer to deal with 
this matter after having had an oppor- 
tunity todetach my. thoughts a little more 
from other matters, still I appreciate the 
position, and I shall endeavour; as far 
as possible, to deal with it.. ‘I entirely 
agree with the honorable member that 
all men must be treated alike. 
‘the purpose of safeguarding the interests 
of the Commonwealth, and in order to 
prevent people scrambling for sugar 
against a rise, it is necessary to cut off 
supplies for a day or two days, or what- 
ever the term may be, all must receive the 
same treatment: The honorable mem- 
ber for Melbourne Ports (Mr. Mathews) 
has promised to give me the name and 
particulars regarding the firm to which 
he has alluded, and I give him the assur- 
ance that I will see that the firm: is 
treated in the same way as are other 
firms. If the firm has not received equa] 
treatment, whatever they have suffered 
will be made up to them. For the infor- 
mation of the Committee, and, through 
them, of the public generally, let me 
touch briefly on some points of the sugar 
question. Honorable members understand 
well that a consequence, not of the agree- 
ment that was ratified last night, but of 
the high price of sugar outside Australia, 
is that the price of sugar inside Australia 
must increase. I ask the press to ap- 
proach this great subject in something 
better than a petty parochial spirit, and 
to cease from belabouring a Government 
and a Parliament that are endeavouring 
to do their best in a matter that is beset 
with difficulties, and, if it must indulge 
in criticism, to let that criticism be con- 
structive. To say that a’ consequence of 
what the House agreed to last night is an 
immediate increase in the price of sugar 
in Australia is to grossly misrepresent the 
facts. Had not the House sanctioned the 
sugar agreement, the price of sugar would 
have increased immediately and to a much 
greater extent than it will now increase. 

What the House did last night was to 


aia dts aaa Vc! 


Migros to the purchase of from 150,000 to. 


2 Ph ab aay 
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180, 000 tons of sugar‘at £30 6s. 8d. a a 
ton. Had we not done that, we should 
have had to purchase sugar at the world’s _ 
price, which, at the very best, is something — St) 
like £60 a on. Bho 

Mr. GrEEeNeE.—That is for forward de- 
livery. 

Mr. HUGHES.—Yes. What the House 
did last night was tg safeguard the ine. 
terests of the consumer, and to prevent 
him from paying from ld. to 3d. per Tbs Secs 
more for sugar than he now will have to 
pay. But one of the consequences of the 
increase in the price of sugar, and the 
disturbed state of the sugar market, is NM au 
that manufacturers and consumers of ee 
sugar have rushed to get as much sugar = 
as they could at the lower rate. That is 
only human nature. And in many eases 
the community will be at a “iso : 
unless the Government take certain action, o ‘ 
and has the support of the manufacturers. i. HS 
By way of illustration, I might renee & 
honorable members that last night the 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
McWilliams) mentioned the well-known x 


fact that in a 2-lb. tin of jam there is as 


much sugar as fruit. Consequently, when — 
he price of sugar is increased the value of | 
jam is increased, at any rate, in the’ esti- | 
mation of the seller, and this remark ap- > 
plies also to confectionery, condensed — Be ‘ 
milk, and, in a lesser degree, to sweet 
biscuits. But the Government will, so- 
far as lies in its power, prevent the public | 
from being exploited by manutacturers ~ me 
who have used sugar costing only £27 
ts. 6d. a ton selling their commodities ane aan 
prices which would cover the use of sugar a ? 
ata much higher rate. This is a diffi- ee 
cult matter to deal with, because while 
cne manufacturer may have « stock of | 
1,000 gross tins of some commodity, ane “i 
other may have a stock of only 100 dozen: 
And without the co-operation of the — 
manufacturers and the merchants we can- 
not hope to succeed entirely. “We intend 
to insist, however, that the price of com-_ 
modities of which sugar forms a large part Ae Mit 
shall not be increased so long as the ~ 
sugar used in their manufacture has been 
purchased at the old price. I do not 
think that any honorable merchant — ‘Or LG, ih 
manufacturer can take exception to that. 4 a 
I am able to say that some of the biggest + 
jam manufacturers in. the country are — ie Hi 
prepared to loyally co-operate with the 
Government in this matter, and I appeal ue 
to manufacturers generally to do 80, ab ce 


ee 
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fens nae bine Be idag fis. public to ton 

after. their own interests by insisting on 

getting ag and other commodities made 

largely of sugar at the prices which were 
_ being charged yesterday, until sufficient 

~ time has elapsed to make it reasonably 
probable that the sugar contained in 
them has been purchased at the higher 
Unfortunately, there are in “the 
community men who are, to speak 
_ politely, enly reasonably honest. Amongst 
ie are those who have been hoarding 
sugar and have not hesitated to make 
deliberately false returns to our officials. 
Naturally, this falsifying of returns has 
not been détected in every case, but the 
_ Customs Department has ascertained that 






a 
Pet 
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monwealth and seeking to exploit their 
fellow citizens. The investigations of the 

_ Department are still continuing, but I 
_ think it well that the public should be 
_ taken into our confidence, and told exactly 
B what the present position of affairs is. 
- A very large firm of jam-makers in South 
‘Melbourne is among those who fall into 
the category of persons who are only 
reasonably honest. A search made at 
this. company’s premises revealed a stack 
of about three hundred 140-Ib. bags of 
sugar concealed behind a stack of empty 
eases. The manager of the factory was 
examined before the Chief Prices Com- 
missioner, who came to the conclusion 
that this sugar was deliberately concealed. 
The company’s return to the census dis- 
' closed’ 15 tons of sugar in stock on 31st 
eid anuary. The quantity on the premises 
at the time of the search on the 8th March 
ras 32 tons. | 
very appearance. of having been stored 
or months, and the ee manager 
ould not deny that it had been there for 
e considerable time. 

big. A search on premises at Brunswick re- 
~ vealed 1,470 lbs. of white sugar and 27 
acks, each: about 170 lb., of brown sugar 





























d 2,940 Ibs. of white sugar in an up- 
tairs room of the house adjoining the 
shop. On visiting the premises first, the 
‘officer was informed there was no white 
ugar in the place. No census return 
ad been supplied. 

pee from Victoria, because no State 
: There is 





ee Syaney who manufacture a 


some men have been guilty of the mean 
and contemptible act of robbing the Com- 


The concealed sugar had 


hina storeroom in the back of the shop, 


‘no difference. 
‘ firm of icra taeta rine confec-. 
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certain kind of confectionery which honor- 
able members who know me well know I 
was in the habit of patronizing for some 
years. On visiting this factory, the oflicer 
was shown a stack of about 28 tons of 
sugar, and was informed that there was 
no more sugar on the premises, but on the 
second story of the building about 700 
or 800 bags of sugar, approximately 45 
to 50 tons, were discovered behind a large 
quantity of cases. The sugar was com- 
pletely hidden, and it was only after 
several tiers of cases were removed that 
the discovery was made. 
secretary of the company directed his em- 
ployee not to answer questions put to him 
by the officer of the Department. 


On a search of another man’s premises 
in Sydney, after being interrogated, he ad- 
mitted having a stock of 96 bags, each 70 
lbs., concealed | in a room of a house about 
ror miles distant trout hig place of busi- 
ness, in addition to 110 bags each 70 lbs. 
and two bags each 140 lbs., stored at the 
back ofthe shop. His census return 


showed that he had not more than 252 lbs. 


of white sugar and 70 lbs. of brown 


sugar. 


These investigations are still proceed- 
ing. Unfortunately there are limits to the 
powers of the Commonwealth in regard 
to profiteering in the ordinary sense of 
the word, but there is no doubt whatever 
as to our powers in regard to this matter. 
I do not set up as a purist, nor am I a 
rigid moralist, but I say that the action 
of these persons is mean and contemptible. 
and that whatever powers the Common- 
wealth possesses to punish them will be 
exhausted in order to do so. Furthermore, 
if we have to bring down legislation reach- 
ing back to the offences I shall not hesi- 
tate to come to the House and ask for 
it. Their action is one of the most con- 
temptible things I have ever heard of. 

Mr. Fentron.—Does it not show faulty 
distribution ¢ : 

Mr. HUGHES.—Not at all. There 


are honorable men and dishonorable men. 


There are men who are endeavouring to — 


deal fairly, some of them big and some 
of them small; there is no monopoly of 
honesty. On the other hand, there are 


_bad men. Being rich or being poor makes 
There are rotters in the . 


world, and there are decent men. I may 
add that there are no cases amongst the 


In this case the. 
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for retail or manufacture, and I shall 
- not ‘hesitate, if necessary, to give the 


names of these firms in order that they — 
may be punished by the law and at the. 
same time earn the contempt of their 


fellow-citizens. If it were a great private 
monopoly carrying, out aes schenie of 
sugar distribution there might be in the 


tortuous meandering ‘of their minds some 


excuse for their actions, but in this case 
the offenders are trying | to take 
down, their fellow-citizens, who 
engaged in a _ great co-operative 
‘scheme for the benefit of the com- 
munity generally. They. are trying 
to take the consumer down to the extent 


of 3d. or 4d. per 1b. for sugar in the 


near future, and I can hardly find words 
to express my opinion of them. I began 
_ well and moderately by saying that they 
are “reasonably honest.” I will finish 
in the same way. The Government will 
pursue the policy indicated, and I feel 
quite sure that we shall have the support 
of every honorable member in doing so. | 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.34]—I can 
assure the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
that he will find every honorable member 
ready to deal harshly with those persons 
who have refused to furnish the returns 
required by the Customs Department. I 
have seen a paragraph stating that the 
Minister for Trade and Customs intended 
to follow up certain persons who had not 
furnished those returns. I hope that they 
will be dealt with. | | 
Mr. Greenzt.—We are following them 
up, but there are difficulties, as the honor- 
able member will reasonably understand. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I know that there are 
difficulties, but I would rather trust the 
Customs Department to trace out wrong- 
doers’ than any other Department, be- 


cause they have had considerable experi-. 


‘ence in th's direction. ©The Prime Min- 
ister has shown us that on some of the 
premises raided there was as much as 70 
tons of sugar stored, yet honest traders 
were prevented from obtaining more than 
a bag at a time. When the Prime Min- 
ister made his statement on the sugar 
question on Wednesday, he said there was 
an abundance of sugar, but I can assure 


him that there are some people who could. 


not get supples. During the election 


Heal ene Brotet came to see me, and 


evs 


These’ cases vel ‘oc. 
curréd among people who hold the sugar 


hin. 


‘to 8 Ibs., 


are. 


furnish a retary ; “Would, 






























possible — fom ne to obte in 
arranged a deputation of them to 
Oldershaw:: and put the positior 
What I said the other 
absolutely » correct. When the 
went to purchase ’12 lbs. of | 
ordinary weekly order, she. wa 
6 Ibs., or even 2 Tbs. ath 
cases. She would be given 1 Ib. of 
sugar and 1 lb. of white. ~ 
Mr. Ricwarp Fosts px.—There 


time when ape was abi 
able. ‘ 
May: 


engineers. “The Prime Ministe l 
tell us of any cases of hoardir 2 | 
sugar by merchants in South Australiz 
Mr. BrunpeEtn. thing 
that kind in South Australia. — 
Mr. TUDOR.—Some of ‘the 
Customs frauds have occurred in 
called religious‘ city of Adelaide 
Mr. Greene. —We are not taki 
chances, even in South Austr 


Mr. 





BL honesty, and we ah 
that no hoarding up of supplies 
ing place. In fairness to those 
been honest and straightforward, 
vernment should punish those Ww 
refused to furnish returns. 

Mr. Bowpzen.—And also — 
have furnished false returns. | 


Mr. TUDOR Undoubtedly. 
deal with them just as I w 
ae Bae) have not penis in any. 


aut have failed ie) nal j 
because he did not a tha 
while in the’ other, * a man 


nished a fee return, 
Mr, TUDOR. t] most 
have seen in the Reva: ae M 





holds more sha 100 fie i 
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a housewife HD ney made 100 ‘Tbs. of 
| amt 
i Mr. lees —If there was any truth 
in the statements so freely made as to the 
_ impossibility of getting sugar for jam 
_ making, I do not think there would be 
_ Many such cases. . 
~ Mr. TUDOR.—My own wife has in 
good seasons made more than 100 lbs. of 
i thane 
Mr. Bowprn.—My fruit went rotten 
i connse we could get no sugar. 
Mr. TUDOR.—Very little sugar has 
_ been obtainable by housewives. I hope 
_ the Minister will follow up this question 
of the hoarding of sugar. In justice to 
those who have made fair returns, the 
_ Department should see that every one 
dloes so. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [3.39]. 
¢ wal} have, by way of interjection, com- 
_ gpilained of the faulty “distribution of 
sugar. When standing on a country 
_ yvailway station, I have seen four or five 
bags of sugar addressed to a private in- 
_ dividual, while a storekeeper within a 
_ stone’s throw of that station could not 
_ obtain an ounce. That suggests that in- 
_ fluence can be brought to bear in some 
_ quarters—I am not referring | speci- 
ally to governmental quarters—to ob- 
- tain supplies. A branch manager of 
"a firm of grocers, which has six or 
eight different shops in the  metro- 
_ polis of Melbourne, told me to-day that 
_ be was quite out of sugar, and that the 
a other branches were in much the same 
. position. Country storekeepers are hard 




















of grocers in Melbourne that advertises 







_ that a bag of white sugar will be included © 


in a £5 order for groceries. An order is 
_ sent by a resident of a country district, 
and the sugar duly arrives, although the 
local storekeeper is unable to obtain a 
bag for distribution among his own cus- 
a tomers. I should like the Minister so to 
_ arrange the method of distribution that 
fs. practically all business people, as well as 
i ere householders, will have a fair 
idea 
LAS GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for Trade and Customs) [3.42].—I de- 
ip to refer briefly to the question of the 


7 


hit under a system adopted by a big firm - 


Mr. Fenron.—Does the Minister say 
that the Government have no control? 

Mr. GREENE.—We have never con- 
trolled the distribution of sugar, except 
that we have said: to the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company whenever it became 
necessary to do so, “ You must limit the 
delivery of sugar to all firms to the 
quantity they received last year.” When 
white sugar was very scarce, we also. said 
to the company, ‘“ You must deliver 
whité sugar in certain directions, 
make up the balance with brown sugar.” 
That course was adopted to save the fruit 
erop in many districts, and notwith- 
standing the criticism levelled at my own 
head, and at the Government generally, 
I think it was right. 

Mr. Richarp Fosrrr.—In South Aus- 
tralia the Colonial Sugar Refining Com- 
pany. has rigidly carried out that in- 
struction. 


Mr. GREENE.—1I believe that the 
Colonial Sugar Refinmg Company has 
adhered to both the spirit and the letter 
of our instructions. 


Mr. Fremine—And a great deal of 
fruit has consequently been saved. 


Mr, GREENE.—But for our action I 
am convinced that many a fruit-grower 
would have lost his crop. We have had 
to take the odium attaching to the in- 
struction, but believe that we did the 
right thing. 

At the present moment in Victoria, 
there is an acute shortage. During the 
engineers strike, it was impossible for 
a certain period to bring down our sugar 
from Queensland in accordance with the 
arrangements we had made in advance. 
We have to make arrangements in ad- 
vance for shifting the sugar from the 
various refineries, and so distributing it 
as to meet the demands in all the States. 
As we have a fairly good idea what the 
demand will be, we know pretty well 
where to make our deliveries from time 
to time. The seamen’s strike,. however, 
upset those arrangements. A ship that was 
chartered to bring some foreign sugar to 
Melbourne did not arrive within the time 
anticipated, and, in consequence, there 
is, at present, as I have said, an acute 
shortage in this State. We are endea- 
vouring to overcome it, and I believe we 
shall do so next week, and we shall then 
be able to resume deliveries of sugar in 


and* 
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Victoria to the full extent of the de- 
liveries during last year. | 

Mr. Riesarp Foster.—lIs there to be 


any alteration in price between now and 
the 30th June? | 


Mr. Tupor.—tThe trouble is that many 
people believe that there is to be an im-' 
mediate increase. 


Mr. GREENE.—I am sorry that I 
cannot to-day indicate to the House 
exactly when the rise will take place. 
That will depend on circumstances over 
which I have no control. 


Mr, Tupor.— Will there be an increase 
before we meet next Wednesday ? 


Mr. GREENE.—I do not think so. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostzer.—The reason I 
ask the question is that the Prime Minis- 
ter made a statement during the election 
campaign that no alteration in the price 
would be made during the current year. 


Mr. GREENE.—I have not read 
any declaration 'by the Prime Minister to , 
that effect, but I did see a declaration 
made by him towards the end of the cam- 
paign that there would be no alteration 
in the price of sugar within three months 
of that date, the 8th December. Of 
course, more than three months have 
elapsed since he made that statement, and 
the rise may occur at any time—I cannot 
say exactly when. When we lay down a 
general rule that in no circumstances is 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company to 
increase deliveries of sugar over the 
amount of last year’s deliveries, excep- 
tions must, of course, be made. For in- 
stance, if a man started business during 
the current year, and had received some 
supplies, it would be a cruel thing to de- 
clare that his supplies must be cut off. 
There are other cases in which, in order 
to save large quantities of fruit in the 
orchards, we have allowed sufficient sugar 
to be delivered. All these special cir- 
cumstances must be dealt with on their 
merits, but, generally speaking, the rule 
that people should receive sugar to the 
extent of last year’s deliveries, and no 
more, has been absolutely adhered to. 
The one other class of exceptions are the 
customers of the Millaquin refinery, which 
has customers in Queensland and _ else- 
where. Owing to the failure of the sugar 
crop in and around Bundaberg the Milla- 
-quin company was able to refine only 
about 5 000 tons, as against 25,000 last 
year. We endeavoured to make up the 


supplies were cut off, and they could n 


_ little extent, the ae, cost: of | 
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company’s deficiency, ata Ww 
kept the refinery going had not ‘the 
intervened. But owing to the strike th 


meet the orders of their. customers. 
good deal of friction arose on that. accoun 
The Colonial Sugar Refining Compan 
of course, had no record of the supplies | 
given to ‘the Millaquin company’s cust 
mers in the preceding year, and, althoug 
we endeavoured to meet the requirements 
of those customers as far as possible, » ; 
had to make sure that applicants ere ; 
not falsely representing themselves hs 
customers of the 
in order to get su 
I. wish to make it mR fs 
to the Committee that the \ 
ment have never undertaken t 
distribution of sugar or inte ie 
the normal channels of distribution. — 
have allowed those S continue as bk 


of the sugar sumnlgaa That is to sa: 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, o 
order of a merchant or retailer, ¢ | 
butes direct from the refinery, and the 
Government has never accepted any « 
responsibility in that regard. = 


Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) 18. 50}. 
regret that I was not in the Cham 
when the Prime Minister spoke on 
question of the hoarding of sugar. it 
does seem surprising that, when investi- 
gation showed that certain persons were 
hoarding sugar in anticipation of an in 
crease in price, no punishments wel 
flicted. Housewives throughout Aus 
lia have been anxious to make jan 
order to counteract, at any rate to 


but they experienced great difficul by 
obtaining sugar. It is idle for a S 
to say that there was no shortage. ‘ 
was a wat so far as the public 


Minister, ‘or those responsible for the : 
tribution, to discover the reason, a 
persons were found to be hoarding 
should have been punished. It may not 
have been possible for the Minister f 


against ae but he had cong 


hoarding on a black-list and nae 
suffer severely. — “i 


Mr. Greene.—In every case : 
have penne ncoapa S in 


a Da a aby 







i Mr. GREGORY.—I . am Bad to have 
that assurance. Any man who would 
take advantage of the opportunity given 
him by the Government to obtain sup- 
plies, and then hoard those supplies in 
der to make an undue profit from the 
_ people, particularly at a time like the 
present, should be punished. I welcome 
the Minister’s statement that he intends 
to take such action. I ask that progress 
be Saba he 























ADJOURNMENT. 
_-s MEmsers’ TELEGRAMS. 
Oa ao (by Mr. Greene) proposed— 


That the House do now adjourn, 


‘Mr. CONSIDINE (Broken Hill) [8. 55]. 
Me Bines I have attended as a represen- 
_ tative in this Chamber, I have been the 

victim, at one time or another, of the 
a of persons outside of Parliament 
in either interfering with my _ corre- 
“spondence or fraudulently using my name 
in connexion with the despatch of tele- 
“grams. Cannot the Postmaster-General 


of ee members of Parliament in 





_and his Department devise some method — 


: f Neh 
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this respect? I think that when tele- 
grams are presented at a post-office, and 
purport to have been written by legis- 
lators, the members concerned should be — 
identified by the postal officials calling 
upon them to show their official passes. 
I, have received a message from Broken 
Hill, intimating that some individual has 
forged my name to a telegram sent from 
the Haymarket Post Office, in Sydney. 
The contents of this “wire” are cal- 
culated to have an effect upon the State 
elections in New South Wales to-morrow. 
I have been in Melbourne for a fortnight 
or so, and could not, therefore, have 
handed in a telegram at the Haymarket 
in Sydney. Steps should be taken to 
protect members of Parliament from the 
frequent recurrence of such incidents as 
this. I’ trust that the press will give 
prominence to my statement that I abso- 
lutely repudiate having sent the telegram 
in question, and I hope the Postmaster 
General will take a very serious view of 
the imposition. : 

Mr. Bourcueri.—It is 
serious matter. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—It is; and I trust 
that the offender, if he can be traced, 
will receive exemplary punishment. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 


certainly a 


House adjourned at 3.58 p.m. 
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